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THE NYC ACKER AWARDS
FOUNDER & PRODUCER CLAYTON PATTERSON

This is our 7th successful year of the ACKER Awards. The meaning
of ACKER in the NY ACKER Awards is taken from an archaic Dutch
word meaning a noticeable movement in a stream. The stream is the
mainstream and the noticeable movement is the avant grade.
By documenting my community, on an almost daily base, I have come
to understand that gentrification is much more than the changing face
of real estate and forced population migrations. The influence of gentrification can be seen in where we live and work, how we shop, bank,
communicate, travel, law enforcement, doctor visits, etc. We will look
back and realize that the impact of gentrification on our society is as
powerful a force as the industrial revolution was.
I witness the demise and obliteration of just about all of the recognizable parts of my community, including so much of our history. I believe if we do not save our own history, then who will?
The NY ACKERS are one part of a much larger vision and ambition.
A vision and ambition that is not about me but it is about community.
Our community. Our history. The history of the Individuals, the Outsiders, the Outlaws, the Misfits, the Radicals, the Visionaries, the Dreamers, the contributors, those who provided spaces and venues which
allowed creativity to flourish, wrote about, talked about, inspired,
mentored the creative spirit, and those who gave much, but have not
been, for whatever reason, recognized by the mainstream. Contributors who have stayed on the grind for more than a couple of decades.
The NY ACKER recipients are developing into a large community
as complex, diverse, inclusive, as the old Lower East Side used to
be. The Award is made up of three parts: a poster, a booklet, and a
box. The poster is a public way to mark the event. The booklet contains past recipients, current, bios, photos, or in the case of postumous a Zito hand illustrated coffee cup. The box is like a time capsule,
a treasure chest filled with objects that will give an indication of what
the recipient contributed: could be a poem, a book, a photograph, a
piece of film, a drawing, newspaper, and so on. All of the venues we
have held our ceremonies in have deep roots in the LES.
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COHOST

Phoebe Legere

is the Executive Director of the
Foundation for New American Art, a nonprofit that brings art and
music to the children of low-income communities. She is the Music
Director and Conductor of the Lower East Side Children’s Chorus.
Phoebe Legere is a political playwright. Five of her plays have been
produced by Theater for the New City. Her musical Hello Madam
President, about the first female President of color, starred Laverne
Baker in the title role. Shakespeare and Elizabeth, Legere’s musical
comedy, starred Phoebe as Elizabeth l and Crystal Field as her
sister Bloody Mary. Legere’s new play, Nefertiti and the Jews will be
produced at TNC in 2020.
Phoebe Hemenway Legere
Executive Director
Foundation for New American Art 501(c3)
“Nurturing the Visionary Artists of Tomorrow”
www.foundationfornewamericanart.org
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kembra pfahler

COHOST

became a major figure of
the 1980s East Village scene
associated with ABC No Rio,
and has acted in low-budget
horror and softcore porn films.
[2] As a teenager she developed
an interest in punk through first
wave Los Angeles punk artists.
Pfahler moved to New York City in
1979 to start her creative career,
attracted and inspired by extreme
alternative artists The Cramps,
Diamanda Galas, Lydia Lunch
and Ethyl Eichelberger, but also
by Butoh dance. She follows the
artistic philosophy of Availablism,
using what is closest at hand as
both the inspiration for her work
photo: Clayton Patterson
and the medium. Pfahler has
appeared as a Calvin Klein model.
In 1990, Pfahler and Samoa Moriki (her husband at the time) founded their
band, The Voluptuous Horror of Karen Black on the Lower East Side. The
Voluptuous Horror of Karen Black (named in homage to actress Karen Black)
mixed their punk rock roots with elements of performance art, vaudeville,
psychotronic films, and burlesque shows to arrive at their signature shock rock
identity. They have released three albums: “Anti- Naturalists” (1995), “A National
Healthcare” (1996) and “Black Date” (1998).
Pfahler and Samoa formed The Voluptuous Horror after ten years of making
Super 8 horror films and visual and performance art that they felt would
benefit from a musical soundtrack. To do so they looked to Viennese
Actionists Hermann Nitsch, Otto Mühl, and Rudolf Schwarzkogler as original
influences. Rebelling against a degraded, polluted world, Pfahler developed
an “anti-naturalism” platform on which to promote VHOKB, reflecting her
desire to reveal the attraction of repulsion.
The Voluptuous Horror of Karen Black performs heavy punk-metal songs
amid elaborate hand-constructed sets where Kembra engages an animalistic,
fetishistic practice of acting out transgressive physical feats. Pfahler’s stage
persona has been described as a “lady devil” dominatrix who relishes
destroying notions of female beauty rooted in purity and innocence. Wearing
a teased black bouffant wig with blacked-out teeth, black stiletto heel boots,
and black underwear, her nude body painted blue, pink, or yellow, Pfahler
heads a team of dominatrix ladies in similar campy glamour while male
band members, including her now ex-husband Samoa, maintain masculine
rockabilly stylings.
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past acker awards EN
PUBLISHERS: Dan Simon (SEVSTORIES PRESS), Jim Flem-

ACKER RECIPIENTS
2013

ing (AUTONOMEDIA)

EDITORIAL: Ron Kolm and Jim
Feast

PERFORMANCE: Tuli Kupferburg,
Valery Oisteanu, Carol “Red Ed”
Braddock, Steve Ben Israel

WRITERS: Richard Kostelanetz
, Peter Lamborn Wilson, John
Strausbaugh, Eddy Portnoy, Rami
Shamir

VIDEO: Nelson Sullivan, Fred
Jordan

POETRY: Bob Holman, Steve Dalachinsky, Eileen Myles, Jim Brodey, Patricia Smith, Harry Nudel,
Lionel Ziprin (Posthumous), Dorothy Friedman August, Konstantin
K.Kosminsky

PHOTOGRAPHY: Ira Cohen, Alice
O’Malley, Paula Grimaldi-Reardon

FILM: Nick Zedd, Howard Guttenplan (Millennium Film Workshop),
MM Serra (FILMMAKERS COOP),
Michael Sladek

COMMUNITY SUPPORT: Patricia Parker (VISION FESTIVAL),
Klara Palotai, Jody Weiner, MonFICTION: Carl Watson, John Farris, ica Ponomarev, Lia Gangitano,
- Westley “Wes” Wood - Joseph
Janus Eidus
“Cuz” Camarata, Lucien Bahaj
THEATER: Judith Malina(The Liv- BUILDING PRESERVATION
ing Theater), Crystal Field (Theater AWARD: Angel Orensanz
For The New City), Taylor Mead,
MUSIC: Danny “Lord Ezec” SingAugusto Mecharize, Mark “Hapi
er, James “Jimmy G.” Drescher,
Phace” Rizzo, Stephen “Tabboo!”
Tashjian, SUNPK (Peter Kwaloff), William Parker, Lach Anti-Folk, ,
Ramond “Raybeez” Barbieri (PostJames “Ethyl” Eichelberger
humous), Joey Semz (Joe McCarthy), Freddy “Madball” Cricien
BIOGRAPHY: C.Carr
VENUES: Steve Cannon
ART: Boris Lurie (Posthumous),
John Evans, Jose “Cochise” Quiles, (TRIBES), Hilly Crystal (CBGB),
Al Orensanz and Maria Neri (ANElsa Rensaa, Dash Snow (PostGEL ORENSANZ FOUNDATION)
humous), Jerry Pagane, Anthony
Dominguez, Peter Missing, Joe
HISTORIANS IN FILM: Jeremiah
Coleman, Spider Webb Joey
Newton, Eric Ferrara
“SEMZ” McCarthy, Fly
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ACKER RECIPIENTS
2014
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT: Marc
Levin independent film

Bruce Meisler
EDITORIAL: Romy Ashby
SCULPTURE: Tom Otterness
THEATER: Robert Hiede, John
Gilman, Edgar Oliver

CONCEPTUAL AND
PERFORMANCE ART: Sur Rodney THEATER DESIGN: Helen Oliver
Sur & Geoffry Hendricks, Kembra
Adelson
Pfahler
FICTION: Bonny Finberg, Herbert
VISUAL ART: Jim Power, Boris
Huncke
Lurie, Dietmar Kirves, Ed F Higgins
III, Arleen Schloss, Mac McGill.
CULTURAL ADVOCACY: Jochen
Helen Oliver Adelson, Bill Hiene,
Auer
Julius Klein, Phoebe Legere
MUSIC: Mattew Shipp, Phoebe
Legere, Gary Lucas, Mark
Birnbaum
CULTURAL ICON AND
PERFORMANCE ARTIST: Candy
Darling
ART SPACE DEVELOPMENT:
Jack Waters, Peter Cramer
JOURNALISM: Sarah Ferguson
COMMUNITY ART: Anton Van
Dalen.
TATTOO: Tom DeVita
ART CRITICISM: Erik LaPrade
FILM: Marc Levin, Bradley Eros,
Coleen Fitzgibbon
PHOTOGRAPHY: Gail Thacker,

POETRY: Anne Ardolino, Erik
LaPrade
ARCHIVIST: Jean Noël Herlin
WRITING AND ACTIVISM:
Jordan Zinovitch
Produced Clayton Patterson

ACKER RECIPIENTS
2016
Lifetime Achievement - Arturo
Vega
Art Criticism - Anthony HadenGuest
Cartoon Illustrator/Punk Historian
- John Holmstrom
Community Gardens and Art
Shows - Carolyn Ratcliffe
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Community Medical Doctor - Dr.
David Ores, M.D.

POSTHOMOUS AWARDS
Michael Cesar
Vali Myers
Community Newspaper Event
Snuky Tate
Organizer - Alice Torbush, Chris
Dean Johnson
Flash, Leonard Abrams.
Lincoln Christopher Caplan
Carlucci Bencivenga
Cultural Facilitator - Brian “Hattie”
Hank Penza
Butterick
Valerie Caris Blitz
Filmmaking - Sara Driver
John Evans
Frenchy
Folklore - Steve Zeitlin
Jack Smith
Patrick Geoffrois
Music - Chris Rael, Samoa Moriki
Hilly Kristal
Chloe Dzubilo
Photography - David Godlis, Marcia
William “Bill” Rice
Resnick, Q. Sakamaki, Stanley Stellar Gregory Corso
Allen Ginsberg
Performance - Penny Arcade
Fred Rothbell Mista
Gerard Little
Photography - Kate Simon
Florynce “Flo” Kennedy
Bittman “Bimbo” Rivas
Poetry - Eliot Katz
Raymond “Raybeez” Barbieri
Taylor Mead
Tattoo History - Michael McCabe
Spider Webb
Dee Dee Ramone
Tattoo Art - Nick Bubash, Mike Bakaty Joey Ramone
Wendy Wild
Writer - Puma Perl
Rockets Redglare
Visionaries & Creative Inspirers Grady Alexis
Dick Zigun, Rev. Richard Ryler, Shiv
Linda Twigg
Mirabito, Zia Ziprin
Marty Matz
Martin Wong
Video - Pat Ivers, Emily Armstrong
Denis Charles
José Rivera
Visual Art - Antony Zito, Curt Hoppe, Tuli Kupferberg
Ethan Minsker, James Romberger,
Yuri Kapralov
Marguerite Van Cook
Jorge Brandon
Baba Raúl Cañizares 09
Ethyl Eichelberger
Holly Woodlawn
Emile de Antonio
Quentin Crisp
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ACKER RECIPIENTS
2017

Community News – Lincoln
Anderson Lucky Lawler

MC - Phoebe Legere –

Art - Charles Mingus 3rd,
Theresa Byrnes, Lucky Lawler,
Leslie Lowe, Victoria Alexander,
AgatheSnow, Zen Browne, Jane
Dickerson, Istvan Kantor.

Presenter producer Clayton
Patterson

Writer - Jennifer Blowdryer,
Shelley Marlow, MagieDominic

Memorial Cups Zito

Sexual Evolutionary. - Veronica
Vera..

Candy Daring Activism Award - Sur
Rodney Sur.
Feminist Porn Genre - Candida
Royal
2016 Video Of Ceremony - Nancy
Wolfe, Ethan Minsker,
Photography - Toyo Tsuchiya,
2016 Animation of ACKER Box –
Ethan Minsker
Cartoon Illustrator - Natania
Nunubiuznez
Activist Playwright - Sarah
Schulman
Art & Science of Boxing – Carlito
Castillo
Tattooing - Friday Jones, Michelle
Myles,

Jackie Ruden,
Performance Art Collective
Organizer - Mary Campbell and
VivVassar,
Community Support – Wendy
Scripps
Science - Carter Emmart
A Trans Media Storyteller
Countess Alex
Video - Anne Hanavan

Theater Actor - Mari-ClaireCharba, Composer Producer - Keith
Marilyn Roberts, Barbara Kahn,
Patchel
Lois Kayan Mingus, Charles
Schick, Regina Bartkoff
Music - Felice Rosser, Cheryl Pyle,
Eden Brower & JohnHeneghan
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ACKER RECIPIENTS
2018
MC
Kembra Pfahler

Theater
Roman Primitive Albear (aka
primitive luna), director & video Rolando Vega, Custom design &
performance –
Jaguar Mary X, performance.

Box
Steve Ellis

Art
Shan Elhome painting & tattooing
- Sally Young - Chris Tanner –
Bio-booklet design
Joanne Pagano Weber & art
Andrij Borys
director for Alternative New Year’s
Reading
Pre-show entertainment
- Emma Griffins tattooing & art Keith Patchel & his Venus
Kasoundra Kasoundra collage &
Ensemble & special guest poet Bob illustrator & life model
Holman
Poetry
Lifetime Achievement
Bruce Weber, curator &
Philly Abe – Leslie Sternbergh,
Alternative New Year’s Reading Adam Alexander
Betty LaRoe
Community Activist
Eugene Fedorko AIDS service
– Kate Huh – Jim Fouratt
“CULTURALINSTIGATOR” Charles Krezell - gardens
founded LUNGS (Loisaida United
Neighborhood Gardens)

Music
Ruby Lynn Reyner - Perry Masco,
aka PeeWee - Kathryn Bloss folk
musician & community support

Community support, venue
Lorcan & Gennie Otway

Performance
David Leslie & creative curator Rolando Vega & custom design Jaguar Mary X - Jemeel Moondoc
free form jazz.

Writer
Deborah Pintonelli - Julie Patton Chavisa Woods - Susan Sherman
lesbian writer, memoirist - Edward
“Eak” Arrocha & sideshow
performer & historian
Publisher
Jeffrey Cyphers Wright & writer,
Tod Lippy & magazine design,
Foxy Kidd & avant-garde Goodie
magazine
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Film
Katryn del Mar

Archival Producer
Lewanne Jones & Archival
Researcher & Documentary
Producer
Sponsor
The Villager & Overthrow Boxing
producer Clayton Patterson

ACKER RECIPIENTS
2019

Andrew Berman.

LIFE TIME ACHIEVEMENT:
Crystal Fields [Theater for the New
City]. Jan Herman [editor, writer, blogger]

MUSIC:
Chris Iconicide & documenting,
Jesse Malin & venue, Joff Wilson &
mentor, Power Malu & community
support, Johnny Velardi & art, curator.

COVER:
Rolando Vega.

CANDY DARLING AWARD:
Cynthia Carr [writer, historian, intellectual]. Presented by Ruby Lynn Reyner. WRITER:
Bonnie Sue Stein [writer/producer],
CONTRIBUTION TO DOWNTOWN
David Hershkovits [writer/publisher],
THEATER PRODUCTION [making
Michael Carter, Brian Belovitch,
everything happen]:
Lee Ann Brown [Poetry],
Lori Seid presented by Alice O’Malley. Carlo McCormick [historian].
ART:
Alexandra Rojas, Brigitte Engler,
Carol Ann Braddock, Linus Coraggio,
Mimi Gross, Andrew Castrucci [gallery],
Marty Martin [community support].
THEATER:
Susana Cook [playwright],
Vit Horejs [puppetry & producer],
Melba LaRose.
PERFORMANCE:
John Kelly & art, Bina Sharif,
Anne Lobst, Lucy Sexton Dancenoise.

PHOTOGRAPHY:
Efrain Gonzalez.
COMMUNITY SUPPORT:
Lilah Mejia.
JEWELRY:
Spencer Fujimoto
[skateboarding community].
DIRECTOR/CURATOR:
Ted Riederer & artist.
SKATEBOARDING:
Alex Corcoran
[marketing, event planner, community].

FILM:
Larry Fessington [director & producer],
Beck Underwood [producer & animaTAATOO ARTIST:
tion], Tessa Huges [Freeland & curaTommy Houlihan & studio,
tor], Jacob Burckhardt, Tom Jarmusch. Baba Austin & studio.
VENUE:
Erez Ziv [theater], Trigger Smith [music], Liberrad Guerra [culture creative
director].
HISTORIC PRESERVATION:

VIDEO:
Brian Neff, Alicia Angel.

360 PHOTOGRAPHY:
Roman Dubchak, RoyalZ.
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ELSA RENSAA

When I first was going out with Elsa she was also going out with a Ph.D in chemistry. She
comes from an intellectual family where education was extremely important and here I
was. Bad-end of the working-class. In and out of school. In 1972 we hooked up. I gave
her an adventure and she gave me a life. We gave each
other love. We were a team.
AS she said in Captured “We are Clayton.”
She always had the power to stand on her own. She
was basically a recluse, Not that she was antisocial she
always had projects she was working on. Always art
relative. She was a creative head of the largest printing
company in western Canada. In Nova Scotia College of
Art, she experimented, using her knowledge of 4 color
separation in offset printing, to do this process by hand
to reproduce colors. This led to her being a chromist in
NYC. Only a few had the French printmaking traditional
skill in NYC>. She translated many Picasso paintings into
fine art prints.
In the 1970’s her study of the Mona Lisa led her to write a
paper on the relationship between the smile of the Mona
Lisa and The Woman of the Seine. This idea turned into the painting on the cover of the
2020 NY ACKER bio booklet. Another central image in her art is the scarab. She created

her own system of washes with acrylic painting which makes some people believe they are
oil paintings. She created a system to store and find the video and photo archive. She had
the sewing skills to make the patterns, build and embroidery the Clayton Caps. She had
the mechanical ability to repair and keep all the sewing machines in working order. Born
in Norway, she studied and read the Runes. During the years of protests and I would get
arrested would make the camera and keep shooting. She always had my back.
Her mother died when she was 5. Her mother was in her 40’s when Elsa was born. Unusual
for the period of her birth. Her father was much older. In Norway was a youth in World
War1. Had a steam ship tattooed on his chest. An immigrant came to Canada. Worked
on the railway. Got into university. Engineer. Connect with a Denaish architect, Build main
library in Edmonton, the airport terminal, other projects. Got a Governor General gold metal
for a prefab cement joint he developed. In. The 50;s 60’s her sister was one of the rare
women who became a doctor, then a specialist. Her sister was like her mother. Together
studied many creative art forms, like sewing, ceramics, and cooking. Her sister was an
incredible cook. So was Elsa. She also tattooed. At the NY International Tattoo Convention
Elsa made sure the artist knew the proper sterilization procedures and gave the skill test.
Made the flight arrangements for the Tattoo and Wildstyle show in Austria. She would edit
my work. She allowed me the freedom to explore my own path. We are Clayton, What
more could I ask?
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THE 2020 7TH ANNUAL
ACKER AWARDS
Candy Darling Award — Julian Voloj
Purple Heart Award — M.M. Serra
New forms of digital documentation — Alessandra Zeka
Painting — Elsa Rensaa, EiLeen Doster and Stephen Lack
Community Activism and Photography — Andre Cirilo
Health fitness — Saes aka Michael Halpern, Coss Marte
Performance — David Huberman and Jorge Clar
Songwriter — Emily Duff and Joe Sztabnik
Musician — Dina Regine, Gass Wild, and Susan Rakowski
Jazz — Eric Paulin
Show Organizer and host — Frank Wood, Matthew Hupert and
Tom Clark
Political Activism/Feminist — Fran Luck
Dancer — Gina Healy
Publisher — Jane Ormerod, Peter Carlaftes and Kat Georges
Photography — Johan Vipper
Video — Mitch Corber and Nina Sobell
Printed Matter — Venus Max Schumann
Tattooing — Mehai Bakaty
Archivist — Mehdi Matin
Theater — Jenne Vath
Biography — Nhi Chung
Memoirist — Nicca Ray
Poetry — Louise Landes Levi
Storyteller — Phillip Giambri
Drawing Project — Rew Starr
Journalist — Scott Stiffler
Poetry — Claudio Marte
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CANDY DARLING AWARD

The NY ACKERs are about community, not PC politics or making noise to have one
person stand out. Candy Darling, however, stands out as an icon. The transgender
actor was one of the most recognized and respected creators coming out of
the late 1960s/early 1970s Warhol group. Photographed (among others) by
Richard Avedon. Staring in a play by Tennese Williams. Subject of two Lou Reed
songs (“Candy says” and of course “Walk on the Wild Side”). Her diaries were
posthumously published by Ed Hardy in collaboration with Jeremiah Newton,
Candy’s good friend and the person who has for decades ensured that Candy’s
legacy lives on, for instance by producing the documentary “Beautiful Darling.”
Candy represents a whole community that is often overlooked.

Julian Voloj

was born in Germany to Colombian parents. He
moved to NYC in 2003. Julian is the author of a number of non-fiction graphic
novels, focusing on forgotten or under-appreciated cultural figures in New York’s
history. His debut graphic novel “Ghetto Brother” (2015) focused on former gang
leader Benjamin Melendez and the 1971 Hoe Avenue Peace Meeting. His latest
book “Clayton: Godfather of Lower East Side Documentary” (2020) is an anthology
in the tradition of Harvey Pekar’s “American Splendor.” His is currently working on
a graphic novel on Candy Darling, based on a series of interviews with Jeremiah
Newton.
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LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD

M.M. (Mary Magdalene) Serra
2013 ACKER AWARD RECIPIENT

• Professional Activities as a Moving Image Artist
• Recipient of New York Council on the Arts Individual Artists Grant
• Recipient of New York Foundation of the Arts Grant
• Recipient of the Kathy Acker Award for Lifetime Achievement of Excellence
in Avant-Garde Art
• Professional Activities at The New American Cinema Group/Film-Makers’
Cooperative
• Assistant Curator, Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 1983-87
• Executive Director, The New American Cinema Group/Film-Makers’ Cooperative 1991-present:
• Curated Monthly screenings of new works at Anthology Film Archives 19912000
• Curator, “Counter Culture, Counter Cinema: An Avant Garde Film Festival” 4
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The NY ACKER Awards is honored to present to
MM Serra, a lifetime achievment Award for her
work and dedication to NY avant-garde film.
day FF, 2007-08
• Touring program, Experimental Films 1948-1994”, 1994. Holland, Switzerland, Germany, France.
• Touring program, Curator, “X-Rated Films by Women Artists” 1997.
• Touring program: Poznan and Warsaw “New York Experimental films” 2009
• Touring program: Looking Forward Looking Back” Uruguay 2016
• NACG/FMC awarded Non-Profit Status, 1993
• Bi-Monthly Screenings in Charles S. Cohen Screening room in our office,
2010-present
• Festival Director, “Conspiracies Experimental Film Festival” New York Short
films - 1991-2001
• Rap Arts Center, New York, NY; Context Studios, New York, NY
• Launched online catalogue 2001 www.film-makerscoop.com to be revised
June 2017
• Relocated Office to 475 Park Avenue South, NYC 10016, 2008-present
• First Art Auction at 303 Gallery on Bond Street, 1991
• Fundraiser Paddle8 online art auction 2013-present
• Film Workshops 2000-present
• Published Catalogue of new works, 1994 first to accept videotapes as well

as film
• Published “I Was a Flawed Modernism” The Collected Writings by
Paul Sharits and Collected Stories about Paul Sharits, edited by Sarah
• Markgraf and published by NACG/FMC 2017
Teaching
• Associate Part-Time Teaching Professor, The New School 1998-present
Courses: History of Avant-Garde Cinema; The Skin Off Your Face:
Anatomy of Horror; Avant-Garde and the Moving Image; Sexual Persona; Art(c)ore: Sex, Gender and Media; Scared Stiff: Violence in American Movies in the 20th Century; Queer Cinema
Guest Lecturer, New York University 2001
Explicitly Independent: Sex Gender and Media
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ALESSANDRA ZEKA
new forms of digital documentation

Alessandra Zeka is a Director, Producer
and Cinematographer. Since founding
Adrenaline Films in 1998, she has created
a dynamic cinematic style wherein her
subjects tell their stories compellingly
and intimately. Her work often focuses on
the lives of women and gender identity.
She documents hard-to-find stories in
locations around the world, spanning
from Beijing to India, New Orleans,
Albania, Coney Island, or Central America.
She has received support for her work
as director from Sundance/Soros Open
Society, Jerome Foundation, Rockefeller’s
Brothers Fund, N.Y.F.A., N.Y.S.C.A., Chicken
& Egg Pictures and Artslink.
Her movies have been seen on
international film festivals, as well as
television networks in USA, Europe
and Asia. Additionally to her company
Adrenaline Films, In 2016 she started the
360 and V.R. group, VIRTUAL REALITY
PUNKS in collaboration with Sam
Baumel, Ian Bell and Xander Samaras.
The aim of the group is to create a home
for creators that are interested in working on immersive languages, with
the goal to produce content that will engage audiences towards social
change.
To date, V.R.PUNKS have worked with C.C.E.N. (Nicaragua) creating
workshops for journalists and filmmakers, U.ARTS (Ecuador), for whom
they created a 360 campaign for the awareness of street sexual
harassment in Central America.
Independently, the group has created 360 and V.R. for companies like
Adidas, Vice, and National Geographic among others.
Born in Spain, she currently lives in New York City.
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EILEEN DOSTER
painting

Born in Ridgewood, NJ
Resides Loisaida, NYC
Studio - Brooklyn Navy Yard
Studied at the School of Visual Arts, degree in Painting
and Art Education,
a SUNY/Empire State College, Bank Street College of
Education
EiLeen has worked for decades as an early childhood
art and nature educator
in neighborhood schools,
libraries and gardens. She
has worked in film and animation and is a published
poet. See New Brunswick
Literary Outlaw, Black
Swann, Manilla, Sub Rosa,
Big Hammer, Typewriter
Tales, Howling Women and
Shrew.

photo: Ave Doster

Painting exhibitions at The
Cork Gallery, Lincoln Center,
The Queens Theater in the Park,
City Without Walls, Maxwells, O Roe Electric Art Space, Phoenix City Art
Gallery, Torn Awning Gallery, Cuando, 8BC, Ground Zero Gallery, Ridge
Street Gallery, The Container Gallery, Mona’s, Drink Me, Mosaic Books,
Uzi Gallery, Be Gallery, Jack Light Gallery, A.I.R. Gallery, The Chocolate Milk
Gallery, The School of Visual Arts, The Third Street Music School Settlement, Sophies, Mona’s, Max Fish,The East Village Dance Project Avenue C
Studio, The New York City Public Library, The Sixth St. Community Center,
La MaMa La Galleria, The Theatre for the New City, Theresa Brynes Gallery,
Howl Happening Art Gallery, The Loisaida United Neighborhood Gardens
Festival.
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STEPHEN LACK
painting

Stephen Lack is a NY based
artist & filmmaker living in NY
and exhibiting internationally.
One of the seminal artists of
the N.Y. East Village Scene of
the 1980’s; part of the original
stable of the Gracie Mansion
Gallery. Stephen has gone
on to exhibit in commercial
galleries and museums all
around the world, Barry
Blinderman curated a show
of his car related imagery in
“AUTONATION” at the Illinois
State School of the Arts in
2010. Automobiles, and the
photo: Lilly Lack
Lyman Allyn Museum in New
London Ct mounted a survey
of his work in 1999. Human Disconnect, Portraits of Authority, Suburban
and Industrial Architecture and the ‘Games Children Play’ are just some of
the obsessions his work deals with.
He is in many major collections worldwide, private and public; : The Chase
Manhattan Bank collection; The New Britain Museum of American Art;
The Rubell Family Collection; Ralph Lauren Collection; The Museum of
Art, Antwerp Belgium; The New York Public Library Print Collection; The
Brooklyn Museum; Senvest Corp.; U.Q.A.M.; among many others. His
works have appeared in the New Yorker Magazine, Glamour, GQ, and the
NYTimes. His early films, “Montreal Main” and “The Rubber Gun” debuted
at the Whitney Museum and MOMA NY New Director series respectively,
the latter film being nominated for Best Script at Canada’s first Genie
Awards. His work in David Cronenberg’s ‘Scanners’ and ‘Dead Ringers’
imbeds him as a cultural icon, as well as his award winning work with Jon
Jost on ‘All the Vermeers in NY’ for PBS’ American Playhouse. Bravo TV’s
Arts and Minds profiled him. Recently St Thomas University N.B. published
a book of his pen and ink drawings: “There is a War”. Mr. Lack continues
to work and recently taught Drawing at New York’s Art Students League
during the Fall 2019 and Spring 2020 semesters.
Website: www.stephenlackart.com
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ANDRE CIRILO

community activism and photography
Andre Cirilo was born and raised
on the Lower East Side during
the 80’s and 90’s… coming up in
the neighborhood during this
time gave he was exposed to the
best and worst of what New York
City had to offer. At the time, it
felt as if every block of the Lower
East Side was ravaged with
drugs and street gangs. However,
those same streets were also
active with a cadre of unknown
artists that would change the
music and arts scenes forever. It
was an amazing time to be a kid
in New York City.

photo: Austin Serrano (@924photos)

Heavily influenced by what he
saw growing up, it was only natural that he would spend his days helping
people and his nights entertaining others. By time he reached 20 years
of age Andre was working as a Substance Abuse Counselor for teens in
alternative to incarceration programs. After moving from teens to adults in
Arthur Kill Correctional Facility, Andre accepted work with the City of New
York as Vocational/Educational Program Manager and has been with the
City over 21 years; currently Andre is working to develop strategies to make
the City – and community - he grew up in safer. His love for music and the
arts also led him to become a disc jockey. Performing at private events for
International Latin Music Stars like Willie Colon and at places like Jimmy’s
Bronx Café. If you ask him, though, he’ll tell you that his favorite place to
play was at the South Street Seaport for the Pre-Puerto Rican Day Parade
Celebrations that used to be held there… he was home and playing in front
of crowds of over 4,000 people.
In 1999, Andre took up photography and was quickly infatuated with
the energy and transformative powers of the craft. He has effectively
incorporated photography into his passion for community and has spent
the last 20 years documenting the struggles and the celebrations of the
people in this great City, especially those of those of the Lower East Side.
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COSS MARTE
health fitness

In 2009, Coss Marte
was sent to jail as
the ringleader of a
multi-million dollar
cocaine operation.
He was also grossly
overweight and
warned by his
physician that his
current lifestyle,
if left unchecked,
would likely kill him.
Faced with this
grim prognosis,
Coss started to get
in shape using the
tools he had -- his
prison cell and his
own body weight.
Within six months
he lost 70 pounds
and replicated his
photo: Marques Jackson
successful formula
of body weight
exercises with 20 other inmates. Then he launched CONBODY, a prison
style bootcamp that has gained over 50,000+ clients and have hired 40+
formerly incarcerated individuals to teach fitness classes. Since the launch
of his company he’s been featured in over 200 major media outlets such
as NBC, CNN, The New York Times, TED Talks, and Men’s Fitness. He’s also
won major pitch competitions such as Pitch for Good by TOM’s shoes and
the YPO shark tank competition, which combined raised $550,000.
Today Coss co-founded a non-profit organization called Second
Chance Studios, which trains and helps employ formerly incarcerated
individuals to become experts in audio engineering, video production, and
podcasting.
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COACH SAES
Coach Saes aka El-Saeso aka Michael
Halpern was born on the Lower in 1970.

health fitness

My family shuffled thru dozens of apts
like above Wafels and Dinges in 73,
next door to Bowl n Board on St.Marks
in 1974. Above DQM on 3rd during the
‘77 blizzard/blackout and in across
the street from Bread & Puppet and
the Psychedelic Church in 1979. We
eventually settled at 28 Jane street next
door to Larry’s Natural Italian icy’s in
1980. We went to PS.3, IS.70 and I ended
up in Humanities, my sisters went to La
Guardia. Back then I was known as the
friendly neighborhood graffiti writer. I
was a Greenwich Villain that missioned
from Horatio thru Washington square
to the jams on the Hill with a boombox
and/or 40 in hand. We were dancers,
writers and mischief makers hopping
from jam to jam and eventually club to
club. I was 14 going to Area, Danceteria
and paradise Garage. When I wasn’t
in a dimly lit subway tunnel I was in a
dimly lit club making more friends than
enemies. The World, Save The Robots,
Choice, Hotel Amazon and DEEP were
some local places that i rolled deep to. Back then i would get about 8
calls a night asking where to go? so i guess i was a social network before
beepers.
In 2001 I curated the NYC URBAN EXPERIENCE MUSEUM at the South
street Seaport. In 2003 I started running bridges which shifted my art
focus to becoming a community organizer. In 2012 a coalition of run
crews went Berlin to visit our global counterparts. This became our global
running movement known as Bridge The Gap. It spans from Seoul to
Soweto and from Avenue C to Zagreb. Currently I am working on a chain of
AVEA2Z Street Retreats spreading health and Crewlove to our BTGfamilia.
My goal is to include wellness with Routes & Culture for the betterment of
all.
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DAVID HUBERMAN
performance

David Huberman is
a Bronx native and
lifetime veteran of
NYC Underground
subculture and
counterculture.
During the 80s David
performed his vivid,
visceral spoken word
everywhere from
Bullet Space, Café
Nico, the Anarchist
Switchboard, Jackie
60, to the Public
Theater, PS122, The
Tunnel, ABC No Rio
and Limelight. He has
toured Europe with
the genre bending
Jazz/Punk band
W.O.O. His work has
been published in
Evergreen Review, A
Gathering of Tribes,
photo: Don Fuchs
Long Shot, Lungful,
Icon, Make Room for Dada, Best of Panic, The Unbearables, Prometheus, Rant,
Pink Pages, Public Illumination, as well as The Jewish History of the Lower
East Side, The Brownstone Poet’s Anthology amongst many others. He has
acted in several plays at La Mama Experimental Theatre Club and was lead
actor in the Green River Killer docudrama Trail of Blood, on the TCM (Turner
Classic Movies) database at:
http://www.tcm.com/tcmdb/title/517247/Trail-of-Blood/
David performs all over the city at a wide variety of venues, and his current
writing can be described as part travelogue, part memoir, and part Avant Gard
horror. His recent short story, Vampires of Pattaya Beach, appears as both hard
copy and digital in the 2016-2018 Selective Story Anthology issue of Sensitive
Skin.
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JORGE CLAR
performance

Jorge Clar, from Hato Rey, Puerto
Rico, moved to the East Village after
completing his newspaper writing
degree at Syracuse University. As a
teenager, he discovered the power
of image and reinvention, tools that
broke him away from shyness. Moving
to New York in the autumn of 1987, he
attended the weekly revue Whispers
at the Pyramid, admiring Hapi Phace’s
extemporaneous MCing. In the ‘90s,
mentored by poet Douglas Rothschild,
Clar took to reading his poetry—which
he started composing in high school
after reading Allen Ginsberg’s “Howl”—
within the context of theatrical tableaux Photo by Goor Studio. Soft sculpture
at venues like St. Mark’s Poetry Project
by Scooter LaForge, tapR-mâché™
and No Bar.
top hat by Hapi Phace, apron by
Kelly Bugden.
Sharing the opinion that art is not created
in isolation, Clar curated Monstersalon, a poetry salon in tandem with Scooter
LaForge’s first solo show at Howl! Happening. He performed in Bubi Canal’s
Hologram video, and created a photo-performance-style blog, jorgeclar.com,
where he documents histories pegged onto descriptions of garments often
customized by artist friends.
Clar has made the Gene Frankel Theatre a home base, presenting a series,
Show and Tell, of poetic readings guided by notebook pages of his own
cryptic drawings. Within Hapi Phace’s Karload of Klowns series, he plays
Palimpsesto, amanuensis to ringleader Puddles, played by Hapi, and
prankster Poppers, played by Gail Thacker, who is artistic director of the
theater.
The also editor is in Magic Mirror, a group of artist friends, originating
spontaneously at Joel Handorff’s home, an expansive circle with Kelly Bugden,
Handorff, LaForge, Rafael Sánchez, Thacker, and Van Wifvat.
Among Clar’s performances are Prismatic (2017) at Ivy Brown, for Budgen and
Wifvat’s Prism show; Dishwashing Meditation (2020) at BAM, for Ted Riederer’s
Never Records show; and Everything Is Going To Be Ok, Parts I-III (2017), for
LaForge’s show of the same name at Theodore:Art. (ILLUSTRATED) Photo:
Goor Studio. Apron: Kelly Bugden. Soft sculpture: Scooter LaForge. TapRmâché™ top hat: Hapi Phace.
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EMILY DUFF
songwriter

Emily Duff’s small batch
brand of SWEET & SOUR
ROCK AND ROLL WITH A
GREAT BIG HIT OF COUNTRY
SOUL, digs deep, weaving
a patchwork of sin, tragedy,
romance and regret that lies
at your feet begging to be
mended. Rolling Stone says,
“One Part Patti Smith, One
Part Muscle Shoals.” Emily
released her solo debut,
“GO TELL YOUR FRIENDS
(2015),” followed by “MAYBE
IN THE MORNING,” (2017)
recorded at FAME in Muscle
Shoals, AL, receiving 5 stars
in Country Music UK. Shifting
her gears to a “Higher Power,”
“HALLELUJAH HELLO”
(2019), also made at FAME
and Produced by FAME’s
own, John Gifford III features
an All-Star Band of veteran
Muscle Shoals, AL Musicians.“BORN ON THE GROUND” (2020), Produced by Eric
“Roscoe” Ambel and released in the Time of ‘Rona.
In addition to her work as a performing songwriter, Emily sold a screenplay to
Touchstone/Disney in 1993 and is the co-founder and editor of the groundbreaking, Silicon Salley, an online magazine dedicated to promoting visibility to
women working with emerging technologies. A skilled chef & NYC restaurant
owner since 1989, Emily continues to be a consulting chef, cooking instructor and
food writer who proudly helped found the Grand Army Plaza Greenmarket.
In “better times,” Emily Duff and her Band host a monthly gathering in the back
room at the Wild West Village’s own, Cowgirl on Hudson Street where Emily is
determined to keep the artistic spirit of The Village alive through original music
and community, supporting a “family owned & operated” venue that continues to
serve & protect the collective pre-homogenized and ungentrified essence of her
NYC. Emily is a native New Yorker who happily lives & creates in the West Village
she adores with her film editor husband Skip, their two children and emotionally
intelligent hound dog, Banjo.
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JOE SZTABNIK

songwriter

“Music was in my
life since I was born,”
according to Joe
Sztabnik musician and
songwriter “Since I was
little, I thought playing an
instrument was the best
thing you could do and
that the coolest people
were the musicians.” He
started playing guitar
while hitchhiking around
the world when he
was about 20. “There’s
nothing like holding a
guitar and hitting a chord
that just sings – it’s one of
the greatest experiences
you can have.”
The first time he played
photo: ©JohanVipper
CBGB’s was in 1975,
with his band, Zabnick.
Some of his other bands were the Dragons and the Renegades; for the
last 11 years, with bassist Cynthia Ross and drummer Gary Barnett, he’s
been the guitarist and lead vocalist with New York Junk, keeping the
dirty, gritty downtown sound alive. Most of their songs are original songs
by Joe, including Poison Heart, written with DeeDee Ramone. They have
toured extensively across the states and in Europe and consider Prague,
where they recorded three of their four albums, a second home. Their
latest recording, Dreaming, came out at the height of the pandemic but
has gotten great reviews and air play. Joe has built a sound studio in his
basement and has encouraged many bands and solo artists from the
downtown scene to come out and record. Unable to get out and play
much these last several months, particularly early in the pandemic he
began live streaming shows on social media and bringing people together.
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DINA REGINE
musician

Native New Yorker, pizza lovin’,
hat obsessed Dina Regine,
has made a name for herself
wearing more than one hat in
this town. Spending her time
as a performing musician
&songwriter, published
photographer, and club/event
DJ, keeps her pretty busy.She
often refers to herself as a
“creative juggler”.
Regine’s photographs have
graced several gallery
shows, major periodicals,
and coffee table books.
She also has a piece in the
NY Transit Museum, and
several photographs in the
education department of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art.
Regine has DJ-ed most of
Manhattan’s major
clubs since the mid 80s, as well as some of the most prominent events in the past
two decades, including the debut of the Guggenheim’s First Friday Series, and
sharing a bill at Lincoln Center
with Tom Waits and the Dalai Lama.
Dina Regine has released several albums and singles since 99’, the most recent
‘Right On, Alright’ garnered her critical acclaim, worldwide airplay, and movie and
TV placements. Steven Van Zandt picked the album’s opener ‘Gotta Tell You’ for
his series Lilyhammer, as well as
picking it for ‘Coolest Song In The World’ on the Underground Garage station on
Sirius XM. Regine also did a collaboration with The Rousers on a single called
‘Take A Ride To The LowerEast Side’ (with self- shot video) celebrating her favorite
neighborhood.
While presently on lockdown, like the rest of the world, Regine is keeping busy
decorating her little hobbit sized music room in her apartment for livestreams,
collaborating with other artists remotely, helping charity events, and working on
pre-production for her new album ‘Astoria’.
Sitting still isn’t an option for Dina Regine.
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GASS WILD
musician

Gass Wild has spent most
of his life playing music. He
joined his parish church choir
when he was 8, 2 years later
he became a chorister in
Hereford Cathedral Choir after
passing the voice trial and
winning a free scholarship to
Hereford Cathedral School.
He eventually became Head
Choirister and performed the
Youth solo in Mendelssohn’s
Elijah at Hereford Shire Hall
alongside famous Choral
Soloist’s of the day: John
Lawrenson, Robert Tear,
Elizabeth Holden and Thelma
Godfrey backed by The City
of Birmingham Philharmonic
Orchestra.
photo: Norman Blake
Shorty after this at the age of 13
he started playing drums and
3 years later did his first professional performance The Stone Blues Band opening
up for Traffic on Hereford Race Course, the great drummer Aynsley Dunbar
was also on the bill with his band Retaliation and encouraged Gass to pursue a
career in music, he took his advice eventually playing with Johnny Thunders from
The New York Dolls and then going on to form the embryonic Pretenders with
Chrissie Hynde. 2 years later he became a lead singer with Lightning Raiders who
later signed to Island Records. Soon after Gass began playing guitar and writing
songs and went on to form his band Mannish Boys who toured England, Europe
and Scandinavia. He currently lives in New York and plays with his band Love
Pirates and stars in the upcoming documentary Lost Rockers and is featured in
the recently released book of the same title. Gass also guest sings and sits in on
drums with a number of artists on the downtown New York music scene. Apart
from music Gass has also been an extra in movies ‘The Clash Of The Titans’, ‘The
World Is Full Of Married Men’ and TV ‘The Birth Of The Beatles’ and ‘Shoestring’.
People have also stated that he has the perfect English voice for voiceovers.
Finally Gass has modeled clothes and walked the runway for ‘Inner City
Raiders’ Men’s Clothing Line in NYC and Chicago and modeled for the B&H Depth
Of Field Camera/Photography Exhibition. My fb Artist Page is Gass Wild
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SUSAN RAKOWSKI
musician

Sue Rakowski is community
activist, a writer, a guitarist
and a founding member of
MONAD, the seminal multiracial all girl band that was
the first openly gay rock
band ever signed to Epic
Records. Monad began as
a rock-n-roll art collective
creating activist situations
on the streets. The music, art
and multi-media of Monad
called for racial equality,
feminist equality, LGBTQ
rights and environmental
protection.MONAD appeared
at clubs like the Pyramid, A’s
Performance Loft and CBGB
as well as Vassar College,
Carnegie Hall and the Sex
Maniac’s Ball in England. The
art: Phoebe Legere
Soho News said: “Monad
gives intense aural pleasure
with their hook-laden lyrics and Zulu influenced afro-grooves.” Along with MONAD
co-founder Phoebe Legere, Sue Rakowski opened for David Bowie on his National
Tour and appeared in Island Record’s documentary on the East Village: Mondo
New York.
Sue is also a best-selling author, poet and journalist. Her features have appeared
in The Wall Street Journal, Buzzfeed, The Advocate, Elephant Journal, Insider’s
Guide to Spas and Small Business Opportunities, a magazine she founded and ran
for two decades. SBO put a spotlight on Mom and Pop businesses, their struggles,
their creativity and their triumphs over adversity.
Her recently published book, “From Sue to Suetastic,” a 15 step, battle-tested
manual to finding your own inner healing superhero is available on Amazon
& Kindle. All proceeds from her book are donated to the Foundation for
New American Art, a 501 (c) 3 nonprofit dedicated to bringing Art & Music to
underserved children in low-income communities. Sue is CFO and Vice President
of FNAA, and serves as a volunteer on the front lines of FNAA’s educational
philanthropy as a teacher at the Lower East Side Children’s Chorus and free
afterschool programs. To learn more about MONAD and Sue visit the Monad
Blog https://phoebelegeresmonad.blogspot.com/ and follow Sue on Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/aquamaid
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ERIC PAULIN

jazz

Born in New York City, Eric started playing drums in 1964, Jazz in 1974.
Studied privately with master drummers such as Jo Jones, Charlie Persip, Beaver
Harris, Eddie Locke and Milford Graves. He also attended classes taught by the
great Max Roach. He has done many numerous gigs in New York, Tri state area,
Europe and Japan.
Eric has worked with Jaki Byard (p), Junior Cook (ts), Larry Young (org), Clarence
“C” Sharpe (as), Arthur Sterling (p), John Tchicai (as), Marvin Blackman (ts), Danny
Petrow (g), Ray Draper (tuba), Ralph Lalama (ts), Hassan Hakim (tb), Rich Perry (ts)
and many others. His quartet recorded a short film for Japanese Television in 1983.
Eric has been a member of Music Under New York (MTA arts for transit program)
since 1988.
His quartet was also one of the first Jazz groups to play regularly in Central Park,
since 1980.
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FRANK WOOD
show organizer & host

If you have played
a show in NYC
from the 1970s
until now, you have
probably played
at least once for
Frank Wood. Frank
Wood has been
booking bands for
nearly 50 years,
starting with a high
school auditorium
gig for one of Bruce
Springsteen’s pre-E
Street bands, Steel
Mill. He has been
featured in the New
York Times, brought
bands to Tokyo, the
photo: Albie Mitchell
whole East Coast,
and done security
for bands such as The Who, The Rolling Stones, The Grateful Dead,
Santana, and Jefferson Airplane.
He promoted shows at legendary venues such as Max’s Kansas City and
CBGB. His Wind-Down Sunday series at Otto’s Shrunken Head was the
longest-running weekly concert series in New York City history, beginning
in 2002 and carrying on until November 2019, a 16 ¾ year run, featuring
thousands of bands. He also did security for Webster Hall, and, even
amidst the current COVID-19 pandemic, has taken on the Head of Security
role at East Village Social on St. Marks Place. Stickers and tattoos adorning
his famous logo have been featured on the cover of Rolling Stone, as far
away as Scotland, London, Austin, Texas, and Las Vegas. His ensemble
band Frank Wood & His NYC Allstars has included some of the best
session musicians in the world, including Sami Yaffa, Mac Gollehon, Robert
Aaron, Luigi Scorcia, Dan Martinez, Billy Ficca, and Susan Mitchell, among
many others over its nine years.
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MATTHEW HUPERT

show organizer & host

MATTHEW HUPERT, from New York City, is the founder of NeuroNautic
Institute & Press. He has 2 full length collections, Ism is a Retrovirus (Three
Rooms Press-2011) & Secular Pantheism (NeuroNautic Press-2019) plus
several chapbooks. He’s appeared in Midstream Magazine, Maintenant
DaDa journal, & Sonnets: 150 Contemporary Sonnets (2005) et.al. Matthew
hosts the annual NY poets reading, Night in the Naked City, & the Monthly
series NeuroNautic Institute Presents.
“The point of poetry is to universalize the personal; the role of the artist is
to be the stick your Zen Master hits you with.”
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TOM CLARK
show organizer & host

Tom Clark moved to New York
City from his hometown of
Dekalb, Illinois in 1986. Back in
Illinois, he had just finished his
3rd punk record with his old
plunk band, Blatant Dissent
(produced by Steve Albini!)
After arriving in NYC, he
immediately, he took a shine
to the L.E.S. His first job (after
being ‘discovered’ busking
outside for hours and hours)
was playing inside Astor Place
Barber Shop…going chair to
chair taking requests (and
sometimes standing near
the wash sinks, inhaling toxic
fumes!) for 8 hours a day,
seven days a week! He soon
discovered the downtown
clubs, bars and cafe’s where
he could sing and play without bothering someone getting a haircut.
Tom became a fixture (read: guy who wouldn’t get lost) around town with various
bands he formed. Tom was known for his marathon-length sets, and 100 mile-anhour delivery. He has slowed down since (not necessarily by choice!) He was one
of the first performers at the original Sin-e Cafe on St. Marks (before they had a
P.A., even) and was integral in making music there a regular thing.
After years of playing with just about everybody, and everywhere, in town he
started a music night upstairs at the 2A Bar (legendary for being a haven for
artists, musicians, poets, etc. ‘back in the day’) He first came to 2A in 1987 after
being dragged out of a G.G. Allin recording session he was on by a girl who was
not impressed. He thanks her to this day for that fateful coupling. He started Tom
Clark’s Treehouse at 2A in 2011. Every Sunday night brings incredible talent, and
also is a meeting place where many friendships/musical partnerings/people
partnering, etc., are formed. He based the room on how it was back in the Sin-e’
days…anything can, and probably will, happen. Oh, and it’s FREE. Something
actually free in NYC.
Tom has a new record coming out in 2021 with his band, The High Action Boys,
that was produced by the great Ivan Julian. It’s called ‘Tales from the Garage Sale’
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FRAN LUCK

political ativism |feminist
Fran Luck moved to the Lower East
Side in the 60’s and stayed because
she fell in love with the place and for
the cheap rent. She’s an activist, radio
producer, artist and poet. She was part
of the Tompkins Square Park protest
movement of the 1980’s to 2000’s and
was very active in that crazy messy
wonderful rebellion; she organized
marches, sit-ins, choreographed and
participated in civil disobedience,
created flyers, chants and songs,
occupied buildings, curated an
art/documentation show on the protest
movement (“10 Years of Protest, 19881998”) for the ABC NO RIO Gallery-which later was shown at the Museum
of Natural History (Community Wing),
Bard College and Blackout Books.
In recent years she’s been an invited
poet who has read at the annual New
Year’s Day Alternative Poetry Reading
(Bowery Poetry Club/NuYorican Poets
Cafe), the Lower East Side Festival of the Arts, the Left Forum Radical Poet’s
Reading and at at local community gardens and gallery openings. Her drawings
have been exhibited at the Theater For the New City, Middle Collegiate Church,
The Friday Gallery in Bushwick and have appeared in the underground political
comic: World War 3 Illustrated Magazine.
From 1995 to 1999 she produced and hosted a radio show on the Lower East Side
squatter “pirate” radio station, entitled “Out of the Shadows, Radical Feminist Radio
with Pirate Jenny”. For the last 18 years she has produced a radio program at WBAI
(non-commercial/alternative radio, broadcasting to three states) entitled “Joy of
Resistance: Multicultural Feminist Radio at WBAI”--It currently airs from 9-10 PM
on Monday nights.
Fran Luck, Executive Producer,
Joy of Resistance: Multicultural Feminist Radio @ WBAI,
99.5 FM, NYC, airing Mondays, 9-10 PM
Broadcasts to NY/NJ/Conn, streams live @ wbai.org
Blog: http://joyofresistance.wordpress.com
Twitter: http://twitter.com/joyofresistance
Email: jor@wbai.org
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GINA HEALY
dancer

Gina Healy is a Singer/
Dancer, and Physical
Therapist born and raised in
New York City. She started
as a dancer specializing in
Isadora Duncan Dance. She
danced Flamenco with the
American Spanish Dance
Theater directed by Andrea
Delconte, and Aegis Universal
an Avant Garde Theater in
Tribeca directed by Eric Wolff
and Gyles Fontaine. In 1994
she moved to Brooklyn for 2
decades, performing, making
zillions of costumes, and
singing in community theater.
Gina has roots on the Lower
East Side as a dance teacher
in the 1980’s at PS 15, or the
third street music settlement
and performing Burlesque
ART WORK : MELANIE SCHOLTZ
on Ludlow at the Blue Angel
in the 90’s. These are mentioned in her original song that is a love letter,
anthem to the east village, East Village-Village East co-written by Freddie
Katz
A favorite project was a Dance installation / Video project at the Chelsea
Hotel for its centennial anniversary choregraphed by Merle Lister which is
currently the subject of a documentary she is involved in for the last few
years. She has become a specialist in developmental disabilities with her 3
decade long Physical Therapy practice.
When she moved back to NYC to the East Village she got involved with
the Blues scene and she joined the 11th Street Community Garden. Gina
has been curating and hosting LUNGs festival events. When the Pandemic
hit, she became known for gathering musicians to play live in a safe
environment. Gina performs locally with her own bands made up of fine
NYC players always including Angello Olivieri on Bass. She is currently
writing songs to be recorded on a CD this summer.
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JANE ORMEROD

publisher

Jane Ormerod is a poet, artist,
and publisher. Born on the south
coast of England, she attended art
school in London and has made
New York City home since 2002.
After art school, Jane exhibited
widely including the 1989 New
Contemporaries show at the
Institute of Contemporary Arts,
London, but began writing in the
early 1990s as the result of a bet.
While co-curating an art show at a
disused South London warehouse,
she spotted a contest ad in Time
Out for writing that demanded to
be performed. Despite not writing
creatively since school and never
performing onstage, she said she’d
enter and win. She did. Fast forward
a few years, and now in New York,
Jane made it her mission to attend
a spoken word open mic in the city every night and so discovered a
community of intense talent, passion, support, and friendship.
In 2012, Jane co-founded great weather for MEDIA. An independent
press focusing on innovative poetry and prose, great weather publishes
anthologies and solo poetry collections. In addition, the press hosts
numerous readings, live-streams, performances, and open mics at venues
such as the Parkside Lounge and KGB Bar, as well as touring across the
United States and beyond. As Spoken Word New York said, “This group of
kick-ass editors does more for NYC literary arts than most editors in bigwig publishing companies.”
Jane is also the author of the full-length poetry collections Welcome
to the Museum of Cattle and Recreational Vehicles on Fire (both from
Three Rooms Press), and the chapbook 11 Films. Her work appears
in publications including From Somewhere to Nowhere: The End
of the American Dream, Maintenant, Marsh Hawk Press Review,
POSTstranger, The Pedestal, and Sensitive Skin. Find out more at www.
greatweatherformedia.com and www.janeormerod.com
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PETER CARLAFTES
publisher

PETER CARLAFTES is a
performance artist, playwright,
fiction author, actor, and poet.
He is the author of twelve plays,
including a noir treatment of
Knut Hamsun’s “Hunger” and
his original celebrity rehab
center spoof, “Spin-Dry.” He
has appeared in numerous
Off-Broadway productions,
including his comic solo
performance piece, “Lenny
Bruce: Dead & Well,” as well
as “Barefoot in the Park” and
Stephen Adly Guirgis’ “Den of
Thieves.” Carlaftes is the author
of A YEAR ON FACEBOOK
(humor), DRUNKYARD DOG
and I FOLD WITH THE HAND I
WAS DEALT (poetry), TRIUMPH
FOR RENT (3 Plays) and the
forthcoming TEATROPHY (3
More Plays). He is co-editor of
the annual Dada writing and
art journal, MAINTENANT. He is editor of three short story collections
in the HAVE A NYC noir series, and published four other mystery/noir
collections including the Anthony Award-winning anthology THE OBAMA
INHERITANCE: 15 Stories of Conspiracy Noir, and most-recently edited
THE FAKING OF THE PRESIDENT: 19 Stories of White House Noir He is codirector of Three Rooms Press. He lives in New York City.
ABOUT THREE ROOMS PRESS
Three Rooms Press is a fierce New York-based independent publisher
inspired by diversity, dada, punk, and passion. Founded twenty-five years
ago by Peter Carlaftes and Kat Georges, Three Rooms Press serves as a
leading independent publisher of cut-the-edge creative, including fiction,
memoir, poetry translations, drama and art. In addition, Three Rooms Press
produces and promotes a variety of literary and cultural events worldwide,
including readings, plays, workshops and concerts.
www.threeroomspress.com
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KAT GEORGES

publisher

KAT GEORGES is a poet,
playwright, performer,
publisher, and graphic
designer. She has written
and staged twelve plays,
and is the author of the
poetry collection OUR
LADY OF THE HUNGER
and a book of plays, THREE
SOMEBODIES: Plays about
Notorious Dissidents. Her
poetry and prose work
has appeared in The San
Francisco Chronicle, The
Outlaw Bible of American
Poetry, Have A NYC: New
York Stories, Signs of Life:
San Francisco Short Stories,
and numerous regional and
international journals and
magazines. She published
and edited the Orange
County, California punk
rock magazine THE EYE
and the San Francisco poetry journal THE FOLD, and has edited numerous
anthologies including THE VERDICT IS IN, a poetic response to the 1992
Los Angeles riots (Manic D Press, San Francisco, 1993), ALONG THE
FAULT (Resident Alien Press, Los Angeles, 1990) and A GATHERING OF
THE TRIBES, Issue 13 (A Gathering of the Tribes, New York, 2012). She has
directed numerous Off-Broadway plays, produced more than 500 events,
and performed widely. She lives in New York. She is co-founder, editor, and
artistic director of Three Rooms Press (New York), which has published a
wide range of critically-acclaimed titles including this year’s Bouchercon
anthology, Florida Happens (edited by Greg Herren) and the Anthonynominated The Obama Inheritance: 15 Stories of Conspiracy Noir (edited
by Gary Phillips). She lives in New York City
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JOHAN VIPPER
photography

JOHAN VIPPER is a Swedish born Art Director and Photographer living and
working in New York City.
Together with an art school class mate I founded a design agency in Sweden in
the early 80s focusing on designing for the music industry.
After visiting New York City for the first time in 1974 and spending more and more
time here between 1979 and 1989, I decided to permanently move from Sweden
to NYC late 1989.
No work visa or no job lined up when arriving, I was lucky to land a job and visa
sponsorship as Art Director at great design agency after two months.
After working there for three years I was offered the position as Art Director at
MTV, and I accepted spending three there years burning out.
After that I have been working at a couple of different design agencies up until
my current position at ThoughtMatter.com. All along I have been taking pictures.
Started when I was 11 years old, my father taught me.
I have been shooting the music scene both in Sweden, when I was living there,
and in New York since the early 1980s.
For the last 6-7 years I have been focusing on putting a book together about the
New York and Brooklyn rock scene.

40

MITCH CORBER
video

Mitch Corber is a New York
City neo-Beat poet who has
been performing his soundbased poetry throughout NYC
since the early 1980’s. He’s
creator- director of cable TV’s
long-running weekly series
Poetry Thin Air and its online
poetry DVD archive,
thinairvideo.com. Filming
poets for all these years
has contributed to his
evolving style as a writer.
His poems have appeared
in Columbia Poetry Review,
Vanitas, e-Ratio, Nedge,
Mirage, Blackbox Manifold 4,
BlazeVOX, Home Planet News
and Polarity.
Mitch is a founding member
of the innovative multimedia
art collective, Colab
(Collaborative Projects). Corber’s two published poetry books are Quinine (2009)
and Weather’s Feather (2014).
He has worked closely with ABC No Rio,[3] Colab TV (Potato Wolf) and the MWF
Video Club[4] and his audio art (often musique concrète collages) have been
published on Tellus Audio Cassette Magazine three times. He is a recipient of a NY
Foundation for the Arts Fellowship grant (1987) in the field of emergent artforms.
Mitch, under the rubric Thin Air Media, creates chapbooks for himself as well
as friends. On his color laser printer, Corber has typeset and self-published
Quinine and 2020 poetry chapbooks, Flask Abstracts and Gun-Shy Kisses and
hands out his signed poetry books at local events. An accomplished guitarist
and singer- songwriter, Mitch Corber has penned the music and lyrics to over 50
ballads.
Corber also is a noted filmmaker, with credits including:
John Cage: Man and Myth (1990), A Young 70 (2019), and Nomads of New York
(2016). He’s currently at work on a Nomads sequel entitled Exiles of New York,
about displaced artists throughout the lower Empire state, and their heartfelt
plight.
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NINA SOBELL
video

photo: Seymore Fleck
Nina Sobell is a New York-based multimedia artist who pioneered the use
of EEG technology, closed-circuit television, and Internet communication
in art. Focusing on experimental forms of interaction and performance,
she has explored how technology mediates psychic transformations and
modulates the perception of space and time. Sobell was a Visiting Lecturer
at the Goldsmiths College (London) and taught at UCLA. She has been
involved in extensive collaborative work and is the recipient of numerous
awards, including grants from the NEA the New York State Council, and
the New York Foundation for the Arts. Her work is part of prominent video
archives, museums, and private collections.
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MAX SCHUMANN
Max Schumann was born in
New York City in 1964, and
began life in the Lower East
Side until he was transplanted
to Vermont where his family
moved with the Bread and
Puppet Theater in 1970. Max
returned to the East Village
in 1981 after getting out of
highschool during which
time he helped organize the
children’s contingent for the
historic disarmament rally on
June 12 1982. After a couple of
years studying art at Oberlin
college, and a five year stint in
Burlington, Vermont pursuing
punk rock and cheap art
interests, Max returned to the
East Village in 1989 where he
has lived ever since.

photo: Mehdi Matin

Mehdi Matin

art books

In 1989 Max began working at
the non-profit arts organization devoted to artists books, Printed Matter,
Inc., where he has been Executive Director since 2015. Max has played
a key role in the development of many of Printed Matter’s programs and
services over the past three decades. Among many other projects that he
has contributed to at Printed Matter, Schumann curated the exhibitions “By
Any Means Necessary: Photocopier Books and the Politics of Accessible
Printing Technologies” (1992); “PROTECT ME FROM WHAT I WANT: the
Multiples and Editioned Works of Jenny Holzer” (2002); and “A Show About
Colab (and Related Activities)” (2011). Max also curates “Friendly Fire”, which
features independent artists and activist publishing collectives in the New
York Art Book Fair, which Printed Matter founded and has organized since
2006.
Max is also a practicing artist who has exhibited his works internationally.
Max sits on the Boards of Primary Information, a non-profit experimental
arts publishing imprint, and the Bread and Puppet Theater, one of the
longest running radical independent theaters in the U.S.
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MEHAI BAKATY
tattooing

Photo: Hugh Brukhard, Thelma Blitz
Mehai Bakaty is a second-generation tattoo artist, who has been
tattooing for over 30 years. Born and raised on the bowery in New
York’s Lower East Side, he worked with his father Mike Bakaty
during the city’s tattoo prohibition. When the ban was lifted in 1997,
the Bakatys opened Fineline Tattoo in the Lower East Side. Mehai
specializes in contemporary American tattooing with a Japanese
influence. His work has been shown most recently in the New York
Historical Society exhibition “Tattooed New York, in various other
gallery and museum shows, and on The Learning Channel and other
U.S. and foreign television programs.
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MEHDI MATIN
Mehdi Matin met Dorothea Baer Tyler in
the Fall of 2004 whilst assisting a carpenter
friend in restoring the ceiling to her
kitchen. After expressing his determination
to deepen his creative, artistic, practice
the Older Artist invited him to live at her
house in exchange for his assistance. The
relationship between the two spanned
almost eight years in which time Mehdi
became aware of and reactivated the
Uranian Phalanstery. The Phalanstery is
an organization that Dorothea had helped
found on 4th Street, between C & D, with
her visionary husband Richard O. Tyler in
photo: mehdi matin
the late 1950s. The Organization which is
centered around the creation of art incorporates spiritual
principles and advocates for a self-sustaining living system through communal
sharing and support. After Richard’s passing in 1983 there was a slow decline of
activity till 1993 when the activity dissolved due to in-fighting which precipitated
into legal disputes.

Ves

archive

When Matin Arrived in 2004, Dorothea was living alone in two contiguous cold
water tenements that localized the Phalanstery. She was 74 and reclusive, the
house was a New Age shrine, built on a shul, and brimming with storied objects.
The two main features, in preservation, were R.O. Tyler’s art studio and their
temple Lyceum. The Tylers’ project also had a holding in a small lobster fishing
village in Nova Scotia. Challenged with decades of disrepair to all the homes,
back taxes and the growing concern for the preservation of the art collection a
new generation of the Organization was initiated by Mehdi who was to become
the foundation of its new chapter. In 2009, under a revitalized leadership, the
Organization sold its 4th Street properties down-sizing into a brownstone in upper
Manhattan. Mehdi and a small team dismantled the entirety of the downtown
archive, which took them six months to accomplish. With the help of a few diligent
photographers, close to ten thousand photos documented their archive and final
years in the L.E.S.
In 2021 Mehdi continues his work with the Phalanstery, starting a new season
of programming from the Vernal Equinox to the Winter Solstice. He has also
modernized the organization helping it to express its art archive in the digital
age through thePhalanstery.com . Mehdi’s art studio and practice live at the
Phalanstery and are surrounded by a handful of like minded friends and five cats;
he continues to sculpt, paint, print, make books, display art and have musical
gatherings. He is a deeply interested gardener, relishes time at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art and will occasionally adventure to remote places, at times with an
entourage, to gather new skills.
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JENNE VATH
theater

Photo: David J. Martin

Born in St. Louis, grew up in
Connecticut, came to the East
Village, NYC late 1980s: it’s streets,
energy, Artists are an ever fresh
source of inspiration for her.
Vath’s first show at La MaMa was
Edgar Oliver’s MOTEL BLUE 19,
MACABRE VAUDEVILLE. But most
all of her work at La MaMa is with
Resident Director George Ferencz.
Vath played Becky Lou opposite
Ray Wise in Sam Shepard’s THE
TOOTH OF CRIME; as well as
plays by Yasmine Rana, Pieter Dirk
Uys, Jill Campbell, all directed by
Ferencz. She performed in over
70 presentations for La MaMa’s
Experiments Series. Under the
direction of Ferencz, core actors
Jason Howard, John Andrew
Morrison, and Vath formed The
Experimentals, specializing in

expressionistic, visceral theater.
Vath has performed extensively at Crystal Field’s Theater for the New City,
including the world premiere of Jean Claude Van Itallie’s FEAR ITSELF,
Lu Hauser’s LINCOLN ON HESTER STREET, Toby Armour’s 155 FIRST
AVENUE, which told the story of the founding of Theater for the New City
(Vath had the role of a lifetime playing AD “Lily Field”).

A member The Ridiculous Theatrical Company, she recently played Bruna
Lina Rasta in the revival of Charles Ludlam’s GALAS, directed by and
starring Everett Quinton. Vath’s work includes Red Bull Theater, Theater
at St. John’s, 13th Street Rep, Metropolitan Playhouse, Soho Playhouse,
The Living Theater, HERE, Days of the Giants, Regeneration Theater. She
has also worked with artists Judith Malina, William M. Hoffman, Tazewell
Thompson, Carrie Robbins, Robert Kalfin, Brian Belovitch, Barbara Kahn,
David Greenspan.
Off stage, Vath has served as model and muse for countless New York City
artists, painters and sculptors.
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NHI CHUNG
biography

Photo: Phung Phuong
Nhi Chung is a refugee from Vietnam, who lost many of her family
in the process of escaping the country. She ended up in New York
City, sponsored by a brother of her father’s second wife. She learned
English and became a public school teacher. She continued to
practice tai chi, which she first learned at age 23 in Saigon. After
retiring, she appeared on Clayton’s radio show to discuss her
experiences, which prompted her to put them in book form as the
Autonomedia publication, Among the Boat People: A Memoir of
Vietnam.
She has also written about her experience getting a tattoo over her
eye in New York City’s Chinatown in the 1980s for Clayton Patterson’s
New York Tattoo History.
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NICCA RAY

Memoirist

Nicca Ray’s memoir, Ray by Ray:
A Daughter’s Take on the Legend
of Nicholas Ray, was published by
Three Rooms Press in April 2020.
It was while doing research for
the book that she discovered the
importance the Lower East Side
had had on shaping her father.
In the 1930s he was active in the
leftist theater groups defying
the mainstream. Believing that
the theater should serve as the
voice of the people they took
their performances to the streets.
It seems apropos that Nicca Ray
would find her voice on the streets
of the Lower East Side, too.
photo: Clayton Patterson
Nicca first moved to New York
City from Los Angeles in 1981.
For seven months she lived with her stepmother in the Soho Loft where
two years earlier Wim Wenders shot Lightning Over Water, the film
documenting the last days of her father’s life. After moving back to L.A. she
could never get NYC out of her mind. She moved back in 1987 and has
called it home ever since.

She is a graduate of the New School University. She’s had her plays and
performance pieces produced at small theaters on the Lower East Side.
Her a short film, She Was a Nice Girl, was in the New York Underground
Film Festival and Bumbershoot Arts Festival. She directed a music video
for the band Emma Peel, shot in the 6th Street garden. She starred in the
cult horror, Family Portraits: A Trilogy of America and appeared as herself in
the Turner Classic Movies documentary, Edge of Outside. Her short stories
and poems have been published in various journals, including Hanging
Loose and The Unbearables Big Book of Sex.
Her poetry collection, Back Seat Baby, is forthcoming from Chris D.’s
Poison Fan
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LOUISE LANDES LEVI
poetry

Louise Landes Levi
is a poet/musician/
performer and
translator/traveler. Born
to a Jewish family in
New York City, she was
a founding member
of Daniel Moore’s
Floating Lotus Magic
Opera Company. After
receiving a BA from UCBerkeley, and studying
at Mills College with
the sarangi-master
Pandit Ram Narayan,
she traveled in the late
1960s to Afghanistan and
India, to research North
Indian classical music
and its poetic tradition.
Several translations
followed: Rene Daumal’s
classic study of Indian
Yasha Yasuda & Louise Levi by G Nicosia
Aesthetics, RASA (New
Directions, 1982); Sweet On My Lips: The Love Poems of Mira Bai (Cool Grove
Press, 1997); and Henri Michaux’s Toward Totality: Selected Poems (Shivastan,
2006).
She published more than a dozen books of her own writing, including: Crazy
Louise (or la Conversazione Sacra) (Station Hill Press, 2017), Love Cantos, 1-5
(Jack In Your Box, 2011); The Book L (Cool Grove Press, 2010); Tower 2/Tara or
DC-X (Il Bagatto, 2009), Banana Baby (Super Nova, 2006); Avenue A & Ninth Street
(Shivastan, 2004), and Guru Punk (Cool Grove, 1999). Her recordings include: From
the Ming Oracle (Slowax, 2014), City of Delirium (Slow Tapes, 2011); and the LP
Colloidal Love Poem (forthcoming, AudioMER). John Giorno wrote: “Her poems
sing in the mind and dance through the heart and throat, and arms & legs … Louise
is Saraswati, goddess of poetry.” Levi has studied with musical masters Annapurna
Devi, Ali Akbar Khan & La Monte Young, and was a lifelong Buddhist student of
the Dzog Chen master Namkhai Norbu. She performed throughout Europe as well
as at dozens of notable New York venues, such as The Knitting Factory and the
Bowery Poetry Club. She collaborated with some of the great poets of her era,
including Ira Cohen and Janine Pommy Vega. When not performing, she lives in a
stone tower in Bagnore, Italy.
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PHILLIP GIAMBRI

storyteller

Phillip Giambri aka “The Ancient
Mariner” left home at eighteen and
never looked back. He’s seen and done
what others dream of or fear. That’s
how he lives and that’s what he writes.
His 2020 book The Amorous
Adventures of Blondie and Boho (Two
East Village Dive Bar Coyotes) is a story
of love, survival, and gentrification
in NYC’s East Village. His 2016 book
Confessions of a Repeat Offender is a
compilation of his performance stories
and poems. His 2017 chapbook Love
Borne in Retrograde is a collection
of love poems and erotica. His work
has appeared in From Somewhere to
Nowhere: The End of the American
Dream (Unbearables Anthology 2017)
Eternal Snow: A Worldwide Anthology
of 100 Poets with Yuyutsu Sharma,
Home Planet News (Issues #2 and #5),
Artists in the Kitchen, Walt’s Corner”
(The Long Islander), Silver Birch
Press, NewYorkCityTalking.com and appeared twice in the prestigious Revista
de traduceri literare (Review of Literary Translations #5 and #65) (Bucharest,
Romania). He was featured in a 2016 New York Times story/interview, The
Villager, Chelsea News, on WBAI’s “Talk Back” FM radio with Corey Kilgannon,
YouTube live stream comedy show “We’re Going to Hell,” and City World Radio
with Janet Restino.
He produced and curated a popular monthly East Village spoken word/poetry
event, Rimes of The Ancient Mariner for five years, as well as special downtown
collaborative events with other artist/performers; Barflies & Broken Angels, What
the Hell Is Love?, The Losers Club, and Are You Dangerous. He also was a featured
performing artist at the historic Club A in Bucharest, Romania.
Phillip has lived on Saint Marks Place since 1971, been a community activist,
performer, writer, founding member of the Saint Marks Place Block Association,
and publisher of the newsletter. As Police Department Representative for the
Block Assoc., he was instrumental in getting free window gates from the city for
St. Marks Place residents and collaborated with the Molly Parness Foundation
in planting twenty-six flowering pear trees along St. Marks Place for the BiCentennial. Block parties raised money for installation of the gates and brick tree
protectors.
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REW STARR
drawing project

ReW STaRR is a proud mom
of two NYC girls and an artist.
Crowned Miss Underground
NYC, and dubbed a
“firebrand” by The New York
Times, Rew channels equal
parts Courtney Love and
a gothic version of Olivia
Benson (Law & Order). Her
grandmother performed in
Vaudeville, while her great
grandmother ran a speakeasy
in LES during prohibition.
Rew hosted ‘ReW & WhO?’
her web talk show, for seven
years from the stage at
Otto’s Shrunken Head. The
show’s motto stayed true to
the Marilyn Monroe quote,
“Everyone is a star and
deserves their right to shine.”
Past episodes are archived on
YouTube.
When the quarantine
started in NYC, Rew was
approached to start the
show again -- but in a virtual
medium. Rew saw this as an
important opportunity to build
connection during a difficult time, and teamed up with ‘Hot Indie Media’ to reboot
her show as ‘renegade rewandwho’.
A real community of post-pandemic “renegades” has formed, keeping songwriting
and performing alive during this unique time of our lives. In addition to the
livestream, Rew has been drawing daily throughout this pandemic. People
offer suggestions on what to draw, and the ‘pandemic art collection’ of a few
illustrations has bloomed into hundreds . She will continue a drawing a day until
the pandemic is over. Rew recently won an award for a mental health project from
‘TAG” with one of her drawings. The Village Voice noted, when summing up Rew,
“This is what you moved to New York for.”
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SCOTT STIFFLER

journalist

Having spent eight years
as a Cambridge, MA-based
improv and solo comedian,
1988 Emerson College grad
Stiffler arrived in NYC in
late 1996, with one dream
in tow: Live in Manhattan,
alone--which he did, for 12
years, in a $475 a month,
W. 29th St. SRO--acquired
after waking up next to a
gorgeous FIT grad set to
blow town because of military
conscription. Stiffler spent his
first few NYC years writing
ad copy for WQXR/WQEW
radio, with his nights spent
producing and performing
at the LES comedy lab, Surf
Reality and Restaurant Row’s
Don’t Tell Mama.
The creative types he met
became his client base
for eighth years spent as a
freelance publicist, securing
ink in the pages of The Village
Voice, TimeOut New York, and New York Press. Out of work after 9/11 closed
many venues below 14th Street, Stiffler channeled his interest in the creative mind
onto the printed page. As a journalist working for LGBT publications, his byline
has appeared in Gay City News, The Advocate, Cybersocket, and the Los Angeles
Blade. As Arts Editor of The Villager, Downtown Express, and Chelsea Now (20082018) and editor of his neighborhood newspaper, Chelsea Now (2010-2018),
Stiffler assigned and edited thousands of articles, briefly serving as horoscope
writer Mystico and beloved author of the advice column Ask Aunt Chelsea.
During those years, he brought the company over 20 New York Press Association
awards, including personal wins for Best Headline Writing and Best Obituaries.
Fired in 2018 along with most of his colleagues, Stiffler, newly married to Victor
Luna, licked his wounds, amassed a staff of freelancers including Trav S.D., Rev.
Jen Miller, Elizabeth Zimmer, Gerald Busby, Puma Perl, and Michael Musto, and
launched ChelseaCommunityNews.com in April 2019. Five months later, The
United States Library of Congress selected its content for inclusion in the historic
collection of Internet materials related to the LGBTQ+ Studies Web Archive.
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JENNY DEMBROW
community activism

Jenny Dembrow is the Co-Executive Director of The Lower East Side
Girls Club.
From working in nightclubs since the age of 16 as Jenny Talia, to
photographing her fellow misfits in Tompkins Square Park in the
90s, to almost 25 years at the Lower East Side Girls Club, Jenny
has fought for racial, gender and socioeconomic justice for her
community.
Since COVID-19, the Girls Club has provided food for over 28,000
people as well as continuing to provide free in-person and virtual
programs. In 2021, they will open a free holistic intergenerational all
gender space called the Center for Wellbeing & Happiness.
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MARILYN HORAN
COMMUNITY ACTIVISM & PERFORMANCE

Marilyn Horan is an activist/vocalist/poet/
writer/dancer who was born in New York
City and has lived on the Lower East Side
for all her adult life. Her NYC activism began
with working for Bella Abzug’s campaign for
Congress, and includes appearances in the
Halloween Parade as the Statue of Liberty
on stilts for Ralph Nader’s run for president
(misguided but who knew) and in the St. Pat’s
for All Parade to call for liberty for the six
counties in Ireland still groveling under the
British jackboot.
She’s been a volunteer at Time’s Up, a
grass roots direct-action environmental
organization, since its first Critical Mass ride,
participated in protecting arrestees’ rights
during the 2004
RNC Convention here, and has led two bike
rides for the last 20 years: The Coney Island
Cyclone Ride (ends with fireworks) and the History, Mystery, Murder and Money
Tour of Lower Manhattan. She’s also worked with Green Map and Theater for the
New City.
Marilyn served as an international observer in Northern Ireland for nearly a
decade as a member of the Irish Parades Emergency Committee (IPEC) acting as
a witness and documenting events there during the often violent annual Orange
Order parades through Irish neighborhoods on the 12th of July.
She’s written articles for newspapers and magazines about quarks, Stephen
Saban, sensory deprivation tanks, escaping the big strong arms of the law, and
various other subjects that captured her interest.
She began in music as lead vocalist for Kongress before going solo, becoming
house chanteuse of the Mudd Club, releasing the cult classic Sex Means Nothing
When You’re Dead and later the Billboard-charting So Disgraceful with her band
Marilyn & the Movie Stars. She most recently appeared at Club Cumming in
February 2020 and hopes to return there when it reopens. Her newest single Rock
Voodoo is scheduled to be released soon.
She revamped a disco song, turning it into BEAT TRUMP! and has been
performing it in the subway, Times Square, and various other NYC locales.
Marilyn BEAT TRUMP! Union Square subway station: https://youtu.
be/4u3jo5XEteQ
Marilyn BEAT TRUMP! Times Square: https://youtu.be/RGWOK1Ea7kw
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CLAUDIO MARTE

poetry

Claudio Marte
was born in
San Francisco
de Macorís,
Dominican
Republic, and
immigrated to
the United States
in late 1981.
Claudio is a poet
and playwright.
He published
his first book of
poems, Ciudad
Del Polvo, in
2008. He has
participated
in several
playwriting
workshops,
including IATI’s
playwright
workshop for four
years; in which
his work entitled
El Casero was
chosen as the
most outstanding
play in 2009.

photo: Alina Marte Alvarado

He has written other works - including La Sagrada Familia, La Famosa
Travel, Karla la Colegiala, El Hijo Prodigo, El Bodeguero and a monologue,
Porfirio en Nueva York. Some of his written projects have been produced
and/or published in anthologies. In 2013 Claudio and three colleagues
founded the production company Teátrica (http://www.teatrica.org), with
the purpose of promoting Spanish theater in New York City.
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ZITO’S POSTHUMOUS CUPS ARE PART OF
THE NY ACKER CULTURE, SERVING THE
CREATIVE COMMUNITY TO REMEMBER
THOSE WHO HAVE COME BEFORE.
THE CUPS REINTRODUCE THE
INSPIRED PERSONS, ALL OF WHOM
HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE CREATIVE
EVOLUTION OF THE AVANT-GARDE
COMMUNITY. THEY MIGHT HAVE LEFT
THE PHYSICAL REALM BUT ARE INTACT
IN OUR MEMORIES. ZITO, A PORTRAIT
ARTIST FROM THE LES, DRAWS THE
PORTRAITS ONTO A SYMBOLIC SURFACE,
THAT OF A COFFEE
CUP.
DOWNTOWN, NYC, WHERE THE
NOTION OF PROGRESS IS CONSTANTLY
LOOKING FORWARD, A CUP OF COFFEE
TRANSCENDS ECONOMIC LINES AND
ALSO ALLOWS A MOMENT OF RESPITE TO
APPRECIATE THE FIGURES UPON WHICH
OUR PROGRESS HAS BEEN BUILT.
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alan merrill

1951 - 2020

Born in the Bronx, Alan Merrill was a worldfamous singer, musician, and songwriter, a
career rock and roller who always remained
true to his New York City roots. As a teenager,
he not only played in many bands, including
The Left Banke, but also moved Tokyo,
where he made his mark as the first foreign
rock star in their domestic market. He later
moved to London, where he helped form
The Arrows, and wrote and recorded “I Love
Rock and Roll” which helped bring Joan Jett
to fame. While he may be best known for that song, he wrote hundreds of others
which have been recorded by a diverse community of artists. In more recent
years, he was a fixture on the New York City scene with his band The Alan Merrill
Extravaganza, consisting of himself, bassist Amy Madden and drummer Mark
Brotter. Alan loved to share his music and gave his all no matter the notoriety, or
lack of it, of the venue, or the size of his audience. His fame never stopped him
from treating everyone with equal love and respect. Alan Merrill was an early
casualty of COVID-19 and will be missed by his loving family, his band members,
and the thousands who regularly saw him play in neighborhood clubs. He leaves
his daughters, Laura Merrill and Allegra Soler, his son Allan Sachs-Ambia, wife
Joanna Lisanti, and his mother, the famed singer, Helen Merrill. His father, Aaron
Sachs was a clarinet and saxophone player who died in 2014.

ALDO TAMBELLINI
1930 - 2020

ALDO TAMBELLINI, born 1930 in Syracuse,
U.S.A. Mother from Italy. Father from Brazil
taken to Italy as a child where he grew up
during the World War II. Survived bombing
of his neighborhood. Returned to U.S.
after the war. He created together with
artists and filmmakers an undergroundcounter-culture in New York in 1959. Video
and multimedia pioneer. 1969 he got the
International Price of the “Filmfestspiele
in Oberhausen”, Germany. Created the
Black Gate Theatre in New York, the first
multimedia theatre. Many poem-publications. Co-operates with black poets and
musicians. He died on November 12, 2020 at the age of 90 years in Cambridge,
MA (USA).
The Aldo Tambellini Art Foundation is dedicated to the advancement of the
works of Tambellini and the protection and promotion of contemporary art.
Furthermore the Foundation seeks to ensure Tambellini’s works are accessible to
all via permanent placements and loans in galleries and museums throughout the
world. Dietmar Kirves
https://tambellini.no-art.info/_memo-en.html
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BABY
GREGOR
1963 - 1990S

Michael Gregor better known as Baby Gregor was
born in Kenmore NY in 1963. As a teenager Michael
expressed himself thru graffiti. After moving to NYC
in the early 80’s Michael dropped his government
name and became known simply as Baby. He best
known for his legendary drag performance art.
Performing at the Pyramid club along side RuPaul,
Tabboo! and Floyd. My personal favorite was
Baby’s Jelly Joplin drag! Baby was also a fine artist
who’s work was prominently displayed on the walls
of the infamous restaurant Mama’s Food Shop. Baby passed away in the early
1990’s. Sadly for the life of me I can’t remember the exact year. - Anne Hanavan.
Baby’s tag, All over Buffalo Burma 81.
Super8 video of Baby G from the Jam Club. Joel J Resnikoff.
Baby Gregor was in “Where Evil Dwells” the film Tommy and David Wojnarowicz
made. I know one or two of Baby was used in the semiotext about David. Eric
Gonzalez-Blitz

BILLY BANG
1947 - 2011

Billy Bang was a violinist and a driving
force in the experimental jazz scene,
particularly in the 1970’s. In the decade
before his death from lung cancer he gained
wider recognition for the two remarkable
recordings (Vietnam: Reflections and
Vietnam –The Aftermath) he made after
revisiting Viet Nam. He’d been drafted right
out of high school and was
driven by a need to confront his wartime
experiences. It was after his original return
from Viet Nam that he saw a violin in a
pawnshop and picked it up. This led to a
lifetime of immersion in the jazz scene,
where he was well respected as an experimental musician with roots in traditional
jazz and Latin concepts. In 1977, he the String Trio of New York, with guitarist
James Emery and bassist John Lindberg. During the 80’s and 90’s he had also
played with the Sun Ra Arkestra. He was known for his intense performances and
his true innovation and originality as an artist.
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CANDY
DARLING
Candy Darling was
what was back then
called a “transvestite
performer” and, as
the first transgender
“superstar,” became
an icon for the LGBTQ
community.
She was born a he,
and grew up as
James Slattery on
Long Island, where
she experienced
homophobe bullying
by her peers. Like
so many, Candy
moved to the NYC
to reinvent and be
her true self. There,
she soon became
a household name
in the arts community, soon being ‘discovered’ by Andy Warhol, who had her
appear in several of his movies. She also inspired two Velvet Underground songs
written by Lou Reed, first “Candy Says” and then of course “Walk on the Wild Side.”
Tennessee Williams casted her in his play “Small Craft Warnings.”
Her most important encounter, however, was meeting Jeremiah Newton, a gay
youngster from Flushing, who had come to New York with a similar aspiration as
Candy: being his true self. After Candy’s premature passing at age 29, Jeremiah
kept her memory alive, first by recording interviews with her friends, later by coproducing the documentary “Beautiful Darling.” Jeremiah is currently working with
author Julian Voloj on a graphic novel, introducing Candy to a new audience.
Also developed by Jeremaih Newton
My Face for the World to See: The Diaries, Letters, and Drawings of Candy Darling,
Andy Warhol Superstar by Candy Darling , Francesca Passalacqua, et al. | Aug 1,
1997
Candy Darling; one of Hanuman Books Records (1978-1996, bulk 1986-1994)
The Hanuman Books Records are arranged in six series: Administrative Files
(1986-1994), Publication Series (1986-1994), Raymond Foye Files (1978-1996),
Mixed Media (1980s-1990s), Photographs (1970s-1990s), and Printed Material
(1970s-1994).

65

CAROLEE SCHNEEMANN

Carolee Schneemann, multidisciplinary artist.
Transformed the definition of art, especially
discourse on the body, sexuality, and gender. The
history of her work is characterized by research
into archaic visual traditions, pleasure wrested
from suppressive taboos, the body of the artist in
dynamic relationship with the social body.
Painting, photography, performance art and
installation works shown at Los Angeles Museum
of Contemporary Art; Whitney Museum of American Art; Museum of Modern Art,
NYC; Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris; and most recently in a retrospective at the
New Museum of Contemporary Art in New York entitled “Up To And Including Her
Limits”. Film and video retrospectives Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris; Museum
of Modern Art, NY; National Film Theatre, London; Whitney Museum, NY; San
Francisco Cinematheque; Anthology Film Archives, NYC.
She has taught at many institutions including New York University, California
Institute of the Arts, Bard College, the School of the Art Institute of Chicago.
Recipient of a 1999 Art Pace International Artist Residency, San Antonio, Texas;
Pollock-Krasner Foundation Grant (1997, 1998); 1993 Guggenheim Fellowship;
Gottlieb Foundation Grant; National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship. Honorary
Doctor of Fine Arts, Maine College of Art, Portland, ME. Lifetime Achievement
Award, College Art Association, 2000.
Schneemann has published widely; books include Cezanne, She Was A Great
Painter (1976), Early and Recent Work (1983); More Than Meat Joy: Performance
Works and Selected Writings (1979, 1997). Forthcoming publications include
Imaging Her Erotics, from MIT Press. A selection of her letters edited by Kristine
Stiles is also forthcoming.

BARBARA RUBIN
1945 - 1980

Barbara Rubin (1945–1980) was an
American filmmaker and performance
artist. She is best known for her
landmark 1963 underground film
Christmas on Earth.
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CHARLES
LUDLAM
1943 - 1987

Charles Ludlam was born on Long Island in 1943,
and graduated Hofstra University in 1964 with
a degree in dramatic literature. He joined the
Playhouse of the Ridiculous in 1965 and founded
his own theater, The Ridiculous Theatrical Company
(RTC), in 1967. Over the next twenty years, Ludlam
was a major leader in the independent theater
movement and changed American theater for
generations to come. Tony Kushner, Bette Midler, Taylor Mac, and more have all
cited Ludlam as influential to their art.
Ludlam wrote, directed, and often starred in most RTC productions. One of his
earliest celebrated roles was Marguerite Gauthier in Ludlam’s own CAMILLE
(1972). The success of RTC’s bold and ingenious art offered them the financial
stability to secure a home: One Sheridan Square, former site of Café Society.
Charles Ludlam along with Everett Quinton, his partner in life and art, cultivated
a devoted community of fans. The audiences attending an RTC production were
part of a special congregate whose communion was laughter. Ludlam said above
all theater must be fun.
RTC toured many productions internationally. In his play THE MYSTERY OF
IRMA VEP, Ludlam wrote one of the most popular and produced plays in the
American cannon. Ludlam received grants from the National Endowment for the
Arts and the New York State Council on the Arts, was the recipient of numerous
Obie Awards, including the Obie for Lifetime Achievement, won Drama Desk
Awards, and in 1986 was awarded the Rosamund Guilder Award for Distinguished
Achievement in the Theater.
In 1987, at the age of 44, Ludlam’s life was tragically cut short when he died
of AIDS related pneumonia. In 2009, Charles Ludlam was inducted into the
American Theater Hall of Fame. The street in front of the theater at One Sheridan
Square was renamed Charles Ludlam Way.

CLARK RENDER

Clark Render — For decades graced the stages of
Pyramid, Danceteria, and Limelight. His wit, talent,
and intellect took the many forms such as Tartar, Dr.
Clark Render, The Demographics, and the infallible
Margaret Thatcher. Render collaborated with numerous
performers, who were also friends, as the McNelephant
Report with Rachel Young but he was best known as
the comedic half of the Dueling Bankheads with David
Ilku. In cinema, as the Dueling Bankheads, he appears
in Wigstock: The Movie (1995) and portrayed Andy Warhol in the Martha Graham
biopic Ghostlight (2003). As a musican Render’s bands - Hagatha, and Sex in Miami
- performed regularly at CBGB’s.
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DOROTHEA
BAER TYLER
1929-2012

Artist, born in St Louis and graduated Art
Institute of Chicago concentrating in sculpting
and painting. Moved with her husband, Richard
O Tyler, to the Lower East Side In the early 50s
and was a central figure in the establishment of
Phalanstery Art Temple. Her oeuvre spans making
theater and film with children actors to paintings,
sculptures, assemblages of found objects,
printing (litho, etching, woodcut, silkscreen),
puppetry and bookmaking.

GORDON BRESSACK

Gordon Bressack started his career
in NYC acting with Playhouse of the
Ridiculous, directed by John Vacarro
including Heaven Grand in Amber Orbit,
La Bohemia, Sissy, La Fin Du Cirque,
Cock Strong & Writers Opera. Gordon
also co-wrote with Ruby Lynn Reyner:
Voidville 1, 2 & Vandalls of 1981. He is
known for his Emmy Award winning
cartoons: Animaniacs (1993), Pinky and
the Brain (1995) & My Pure Joy (2011).
Love, Ruby Lynn Reyner

JONAS MEKAS

Jonas Mekas He is regarded as “the
godfather of American avant-garde
cinema” and is one of the founding
members of both The Film-Makers’
Cooperative and Anthology Film
Archives, as well as being a lauded
film critic and a filmmaker. He has
been consistently making films since
the 1960’s and has had his works
shown all across the globe.
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JIMMY
WEBb
Jimmy Webb
He was 62, Born
1957, in Troy, N.Y.
By kindergarten
he knew he
was different.
He felt more
like a Monarch
Butterfly and
everyone else
was one of the
those white
cabbage moths.
He soon realized
his difference
was he was gay.
Gay became one
major factor.
At 16 graduated
high school. He
left his small town for another small town, Winsted, and attend Northwestern
Connecticut Community College Taking business, but his loins were screaming
for adventure. He and a couple of friends dropped out and hitchhiked to Florida.
A game changer for this 16 year old. It was 1975. The disco period.
Jimmy was attracted to music and dancing. Studio 54, he was that cute Punk
Boy. Dancing with stars like Bianca Jagger, fashion designer Holstrom. Pyramid
Club impressed how democratic it was. There were skinhead security, Hells
Angels hanging out, drag queens dancing on the bar. Punk music entered his life;
specifically the Iggy Pop album 1977 The Idiot.
He landed on St Marks to manage, the punk/R’n’R store Trash and Vaudeville.
For many of us, Jimmy and Trash and Vaudeville because thought of as one
identity. His personality and magnetism attracted a wide range of the most
recognized talent’s in the Punk R’n’R world. In 2016, when Trash and Vaudville
moved St. Marks, Jimmy moved on as well. In 2017, with support of Iggy Pop and
Slash of Guns and Roses, he opened, at 75A Orchard Street, his store I Want More,
named after an Iggy Pop song.
Obit.. Village Sun. April 2020. Clatyon Patterson
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JOHN VACCARO
In the late 1960’s there
were two games in
downtown NY; One was
Andy Warhol and the
other was
John Vaccaro. Both
were sons of workingclass immigrants from
American factory towns
born a year
apart. Warhol longed
to join the upper class
while Vaccaro wanted to
eviscerate them. Born in
Steubenville, Ohio in
1929, Vaccaro joined the
Navy after high school
and traveled around the
world.
He returned to Ohio State University and started a successful career in stand-up
comedy. After a
nervous breakdown, he came to NY and was soon part of the nascent late 50’s
and early 60’s scene of poets, jazz musicians, painters and writers. “I like artists”
he once said, “I like what they talk about.’ He became part of The Poets Theatre
with Le Roi Jones and Diane DiPrima and soon after became involved in the
happenings of the early 60’s, doing performances with Jack Smith and appearing
in Jack’s films. When Ronnie Tavel fell out with Warhol, Tavel brought his scripts
to Vaccaro, who began staging them and thus was born The Playhouse Of
The Ridiculous. “We have gone beyond the absurd, our situation is absolutely
ridiculous”. Vaccaro was the first person in the theater to put a rock and roll band
on stage, influencing Ragni and Rado’s musical Hair. Brilliant, mercurial, with a
sadistic streak, he turned scripts inside out, rarely using the story line or even full
texts. Vaccaro’s outrageous rock and roll spectacles were crafted over months,
improvisationally with his large cast of glittered misfits, mainly teenagers with no
previous theatre ambitions, who drifted into his aura. Harnessing this raw energy,
Vaccaro succeeded in creating a new way of doing theatre which he called
“performance” in 1968. Unlike his protégé Charles Ludlam, who would go on to
make witty and successful camp farce, Vaccaro mined the dark underbelly of
the American psyche. Vaccaro’s collaborations with the poet playwright Kenneth
Bernard created his legendary and enduring reputation. Here Vaccaro
respected Bernard’s writing and shared his vision; a rigorous, investigation into an
America split open by greed and senseless violence. Bernard’s elegant writing
and dark vision coupled with Vaccaro’s unrelentingly fierce, glittered, rock and
roll energy created powerful, riveting experiences and birthed what came to be
called Punk and Glam, directly influencing the original downtown Punk and Glam
movements and subsequent generations of people who do not know Vaccaro’s
name.
Penny Arcade NYC 2020
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LUCIEN BAHAJ
1945 - 2019

The man behind Lucien
bistro, where everyone
is a superstar.
Lucien Bahaj, Morocco
in 1945 - July 29th
2019. Grew up in
the South of France.
Learned the art of
high society etiquette,
dress, and the proper
way of preparing and
serving food. In NYC,
in the 1970s and 80’s,
he learned, working
in clubland, the chic
and fabulous eating
establishments found
his way to the top of
the cultural elite.
In NYC he learned to
appreciate not the amount in the persons wallet, but how to distinguish and chose
a clientele that made for a rewarding social experience. And then placing the
right person, say a struggling writer, in a situation where a connection could be
made with a publisher.
I can only imagine what it was like to be a part of Gertrude Stein’s famous salons,
but, for me, sharing a plate at Lucien Bahaj’s table had to be a comparable public
experience. You never knew who you might meet or what creator—famous,
infamous, or just an inspiring player—might walk through the door and join the
conversation: from A-listers like Lady Gaga, Tilda Swinton, A$AP Rocky, Ryan
Gosling, and Lenny Kravitz, to countless avant-garde cultural figures like Jonas
Mekas, Dash Snow, Gary Indiana, Eric N. Mack, Kerby Jean Raymond. Many of
these visits are immortalized through the photographs that cover the restaurant’s
walls.
A flowing conversation was a vital ingredient, and one he could conjure simply
by combining the right voices. When the magic happened, creative ventures
would just naturally fall into place. One time, Al Orensanz had asked me to help
his brother Angel secure a screening at Anthology Film Archives. Jonas [Mekas],
a regular, entered and sat down at Lucien’s table, and I mentioned the request.
Jonas said, ‘Call the Anthology and tell them what and when and it is done.’ Poof.
Magic.
Clayton Patterson
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MARTA
GARCIA
1945 - 2020

Marta García was a journalist engaged with
Puerto Ricans and Puerto Rico, with Latin
Americans and Latin America. Originally
from Guayama, Puerto Rico, she was
brought by her mother Doña Paula to live
on the West Side of Manhattan, from where
García later traveled to Sevilla and studied
Spanish literature through a CUNY exchange
program.
In New York, García devoted herself to journalism, working for Diario La Prensa,
among others. Since then she was always attentive to mass media coverage of
Latino issues while advocating for a greater presence of Latinos in journalism
and media. In her storied career Marta García assiduously collaborated with
Angelo Falcón at the National Institute for Latino Policy and with Alex Nogales
at the National Hispanic Media Coalition. In a more intimate cultural landscape,
during the early eighties, García was instrumental in promoting a cultural space
named Rincón Taíno. By the mid-eighties, García together with Nelson Tamayo,
Mateo Gómez and her husband, Uruguayan actor /director and LATEA Executive
Director Nelson Landrieu established LATIN AMERICAN THEATER EXPERIMENT
ASSOCIATES (Teatro LATEA). Marta’s son Louie, from an earlier union, joined
her and Nelson’s son Pablo in bidding a very emotive farewell to Landrieu at the
end of 2019. She loved all her grandchildren and kept in close contact with her
granddaughter Melisa.
A friend of Cuba and the Cuban Revolution, Marta García loved traveling to Cuba
and frequently participated in the programs initiated by Casa las Américas in New
York, maintaining a friendship that spanned decades with Franklin Flores and
Nancy Cabrero.
As for LATEA, Marta greatly contributed to make the theater successful by working
alongside Tamayo, Gómez, and Landrieu. Eventually they all worked together with
Ed Vega and others to transform 107 Suffolk Street into the Clemente Soto Vélez
Cultural and Educational Center (The Clemente). Throughout the 27 year struggle
for the Center to honor its Puerto Rican, Latino and multicultural mission, Marta
was always a trailblazer, advocating for the continued presence of Puerto Ricans
and Latinos in the Center’s leadership, and encouraging the center to better serve
Puerto Rican/Latino artists and the community. Marta García served as a Board
Member in various Clemente administrations and remained, until her passing, the
Co-Executive Director of Teatro LATEA
Perhaps Marta Garcia’s most memorable trait was her lively intellect and her
enthusiasm for whatever project she would undertake, besides her unfailing
loyalty to her comrades. With her memory as our example let’s keep looking for
“the promised land”. NELSON LANDRIEU
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NELSON
LANDRIEU
1949 - 2019

Uruguayan Co-Founder, visionary
director of LATEA and actor
extraordinaire Nelson Roberto Landrieu.
As an actor Landrieu “starred in over
75 theatrical, television and film
productions in the United States, Spain,
Puerto Rico, Ecuador, Mexico, Dominican
Republic and Costa Rica. (IMDb)” During
a fruitful and distinguished acting career
Nelson “played various roles opposite
to America’s top leading actors such as:
Harrison Ford “Random Hearts”, Nicole
Kidman “The Interpreter,” ” and many
others such as Billy Crudup, Jennifer Connelly, and Keanu Reeves (IMDb).
Notwithstanding his successes as an actor, Nelson believed in community and
assiduously worked along LATEA co-founders Nelson Tamayo and Mateo Gómez
in providing opportunities to up and coming Latinx actors as well as many NYC
and international talents.
Founded in 1982, LATEA reflects the concern of these award-winning actors
with the underrepresentation of Latinos in North American theater. When the
bilingual educational program anchored at former P.S. 160 ceased to exist, the
founders developed a communal theater space. When LATEA found itself as
the sole tenant of the former public school building, its members and Ed Vega
Yunqué struggled to safeguard a city-owned building for downtown Latino arts. In
1993 Ed Vega, Marta García, Mateo Gómez and Nelson Landrieu established The
Clemente Soto Vélez Cultural and Educational Center.
According to a statement issued by Libertad Guerra, current chair of the Board
of the Clemente Soto Vélez Cultural & Educational Center: “Nelson represents
a golden age of hope, when the spirit of self-determination was a way forward;
when our common spaces were something that you could work to improve for
the benefit of all. Especially for Puerto Rican and Latino artists, for whom little
was given and at a time and place where they had little power, the ability to find
and seize space was this grand opportunity to empower our community. Nelson
Landrieu, a working actor and director originally from Uruguay, gave his time and
his heart to build a theatre -Teatro LaTEA-, and The Clemente; both of which stand
to this day because of his efforts.”
Chau Nelson, Teatro LATEA/The Clemente
Our condolences go to his widow Marta García, his sister Martita Zulema Landrieu,
his children Laura and Pablo Landrieu and his grandchildren Evelynne, Felicia,
Tomas and Mia as we mourn the passing of a “gran ser humano y artista” in the
words of Marta herself.
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RICHARD HAMBELTON
Richard Hambleton was a founder
and enfant terrible of street art. Like
his friends, Jean Michel Basquiat
and Keith Haring, he began his
career emblazoning the walls of
New York City parking lots and
alleyways, left the street to paint
for chic galleries, was acclaimed by
critics, and became world famous in
his early thirties. All three flamed out
in the vortex of the 1980s downtown
art scene. Only Richard didn’t die.
Instead, shortly after the deaths of
his now legendary rivals, at the most
fruitful and celebrated moment in his career, he walked away from the spotlight
and disappeared in the lower depths of Alphabet City.
Ignored by the art establishment, quietly and obsessively, he continued to paint.
Then, just as suddenly as he had vanished, Richard reappeared twenty-five years
later. His miraculous comeback included high profile one-man shows: New York’s
57th St., Mayfair in London, Fashion Week in Milan, and a celebrity bash at the
Cannes Film Festival.
From the start, Richard self-consciously embraced the role of “rebel artist”.
He painted in athletic bursts, producing thousands of canvases in studios and
squats spread across the East Village, Tribeca and Chinatown. As hard as he
worked, he seemed just as passionately devoted to the indulgent chaos of
drugs and prostitutes. He fuelled his creativity living in a netherworld, far from
the mainstream of galleries and art magazines. He seemed to pursue fame
and wealth, relentlessly, but his contempt for both made him increasingly selfdestructive and isolated.
Richard’s personality, like his career, was a constant struggle of contradictory
impulses, drawing people to him and pushing them away, demanding recognition
and doing everything possible to avoid it. He sought out the most attractive
women, the coolest parties and the people he thought most important to
advance his career. Having charmed and won them, he’d often become diffident or
churlish, dump them and move on.
The one constant in Richard’s life was his devotion, passion, maybe even
compulsion to make art. Through all of his setbacks: addiction, a crippling case of
osteoporosis that left him hunchbacked, and skin cancer that eventually devoured
his face, he never stopped putting paint on canvas. And while he would often toss
off minor works to sell on the street for food or drugs, no matter how broken down
he became, he would still have moments of inspiration when he was capable of
rising to the occasion to create a masterpiece.
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SHIRLEY CLARKE

Shirley Clarke Born October 2, 1919 in New York,
Shirley Brimberg Clarke danced into the world
of art in her teens, studying with such innovative
choreographers as Martha Graham, Hanya Holm
and Doris Humphrey.
After marrying and having a daughter, Clarke
turned her talents to cinema, becoming an
esteemed filmmaker at a time when few women
worked in the field. Her early shorts reflected
her lifelong love of dance along with a growing
mastery of the new medium. In her award-winning A Dance in the Sun (1953), In
Paris Parks (1954), Bullfight (1955) and A Moment in Love (1957), Clarke captured
movement on film in a new way, eschewing close-ups in favor of long takes and
innovative editing. An active member and advocate of New York’s independent
film community, Clarke later turned her attention to social-issue filmmaking.
For a director whose films were designed to unsettle audiences, perhaps the
most shocking aspect of Clarke’s career is her lack of recognition today. Although
acknowledged as a major influence by many current filmmakers, there is not one
single book devoted to her work, nor has there been a significant re-release of her
films.
MM Serra studied filmmaking with Shirley Clarke at UCLA in the 1980s. Kathy
Acker award winner

Big Steve Guzman
Juan “Stevie” Guzman or “Big” Steve. Big
Steve lived on grew up on East 3rd street.
He was one of the kids who played with the
children of the NYC Hells Angles. His father
was forever memorialized being one of the
neighbors interviewed in the movie Hells
Angels Forever. He had stories.. old school
stories of the wild adventures he witnessed
on 3rd street.
At NYC International Tattoo Convention. He
ran the tickets at the door entrance into the Roseland Ballroom, and he was the
overnight security guy. Off work he could often be found being security in front of
the laundromat on the corner of First Ave and 2nd st. He was on the security team
at the local R G Ortiz Funeral Homes Inc when a significant crowed funeral took
place. Like the funeral of six year old Alisa Izquierdo was murdered by abusive
parents. This murder created a major public outcry. He was connected to Lost
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STORM DE HIRSCH

Storm de Hirsch left home at an early age
to pursue a career in the arts in New York
City. Much of de Hirsch’s work is abstract
and employs a number of experimental
techniques, such as frame-by-frame etching
and painting and metadiagetic editing. In an
interview with Jonas Mekas on the making of
Divinations she said,
“I wanted badly to make an animated short
and had no camera available. I did have
some old, unused film stock and several rolls
of 16mm sound tape. So I used that — plus a
variety of discarded surgical instruments and
the sharp edge of a screwdriver — by cutting, etching, and painting directly on
both film and [sound] tape.” - SDH
Sometimes her animations are superimposed over live-action footage. Her
films are clearly influenced by her poetic background; she referred to her series
of short, silent films shot in the 1970s as “Cine-Sonnets,” and she continued
publishing poetry throughout her life. Her films also reveal an interest in eastern
religious practices and rituals. Her work explores the possibilities of light and is
concerned with spatial elements.

WALTER1949lure
- 2020

Walter Lure was a rock and roll legend
and a tremendously gifted guitarist and
songwriter. He was the “last man standing”
of the legendary Heartbreakers and he’d
kept the songs and the first wave of punk
rock alive with his band “The Waldos”
which, up until the pandemic, continued
to play locally and tour to sold out crowds.
He had fans and friends all over the world.
His well-received memoir, “To Hell and
Back: My Life in Johnny Thunders&#39;
Heartbreakers, in the Words of the Last
Man Standing” (with Dave Thompson) was
published by Backbeat Books on February 28, 2020, and his 2019 album, Wacka
Lacka Boom Bop A Loom Bam Boo, also received great reviews. Walter lived a
full life with his partner of almost 30 years, Andrew Le. Retired from a successful
career in finance, he loved playing tennis,
running, and travel and leaves many devoted family members and dear friends
behind. He passed away peacefully, surrounded by loved ones. A life lived to the
fullest.
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ANTHONY ZITO

Antony Edward Zito (born Hartford, CT on
May 1, 1969) is an American portrait painter,
sculptor, muralist, musician, author, and
filmmaker. He has been a major proponent
of independent art in New York City’s Lower
East Side since the early 1990s and in 2002
he opened Zito Studio Gallery on Ludlow
Street in NYC. Zito’s portrait paintings are
featured in two films by Jim Jarmusch;
including a scene with Meg and Jack White
(The White Stripes) in Coffee and Cigarettes
(2003), and Broken Flowers (2005). Zito is
Co-founder Emeritus of 4heads Inc, the arts
non-profit that hosts Governors Island Art
Fair, and Portal Art Fair in Lower Manhattan
and NY Harbor, hailed by the New York Times as the “Art Fair for the 99 Percent”.
Zito’s work has been exhibited and collected throughout the US, UK, Mexico,
Italy, France, Spain, Germany, Belgium and Japan. He is currently writing a book
featuring his portrait paintings and the stories associated with each, as well as a
documentary film centered on the legendary Mars Bar of the East Village in the
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DIETMAR KIRVES
ackers website

DIETMAR KIRVES born 1941 in Fürstenwalde/Spree, Germany. Since
1964 mixed media works with film, photos, music, sculptures and
environments. Founded 1970 ►mediacontact agency in Düsseldorf in
collaboration with Jochen Gerz and Terry Fox. Worked with Joseph
Beuys, Kraftwerkand Creamcheese events in Duesseldorf. Quitted
1975 the traditional art scene and moved to Wall City Berlin. First
meeting with ►Boris Lurie in 1978 for pushing NO!art movement to
stronger development. Works since 1999 at the world wide web for
continuation the NO!art. Leads the NO!art headquarters east in Berlin
together with Clayton Patterson at the NO!art headquarters west in
New York. — Lives and works in Berlin-Kreuzberg.
https://kirves.no-art.info/_memo-en.html
https://nyackerawards.info/
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NICO DIOS
FOXY USA

Nico Ponce de Leon Dios is a native NY’er and cannabis entrepreneur.
Nico has had a lifelong involvement in the arts and counterculture
and is an original member of the IRAK crew. Currently Nico sits as the
president and co-founder of the California cannabis brand “Foxy”™.

@FOXY.USA
WWW.FOXY-USA.COM
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