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Arturo Vega (October 3, 1947–June 8, 2013) was a Mexican-born artist who lived 
and worked in New York City from 1971 until his death in 2013. As a young artist 
fleeing the violent repression facing Mexico’s student movement in the late 1960s, 
Arturo Vega, in paintings and prints, explored the relationships between the symbols 
of the power of the United States government, advertising, commerce, sloganeering, 
and corporate logo. While he is widely known for graphic imagery that defined punk 
music (he was the artistic director of the Ramones},He was also a prolific painter 
and printmaker independent of that imagery. The Arturo Vega foundation what 
formed in 2014 in honor of his dedication to the arts and love of New York City.

Arturo Vega

Lifetime Achievement

The ACKER Awards 
were created by Alan Kaufman in San 
Francisco and Clayton Patterson in 
New York. Join Patterson and friends 
as they pay tribute to members of the 
avant-garde arts community who have 
made outstanding contributions in their 
discipline in defiance of convention, 
and to those who have served their 
fellow writers and artists in outstanding 
ways. The Acker Awards are named 
after novelist Kathy Acker, who in her 
life and work exemplified the risk-taking 
and uncompromising dedication that 
identifies the true avant-garde artist. 
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Anthony Haden-Guest is a writer, reporter, cartoonist, unless forcibly prevented, 
performer.  He was born in Paris, grew up in London and lives in New York. He 
won a New York Emmy for writing and narrating a program about the coming of 
Eurotrash to Manhattan. His most recent books were True Colors: The Real Life of 
the Art World (Grove Atlantic); The Last Party: Studio 54, Disco and the Culture of 
the Night (Morrow) and two books of cartoons and rhymes, The Chronicles of Now 
and In The Mean Time. He appears on paper and online and claims to be working 
on two books.

Anthony Haden-Guest

Art Criticism

In 1975 John Holmstrom founded Punk magazine, which launched the punk 
movement and was instrumental in the success of  many bands such as Blondie, 
the Ramones, and the Dead Boys. Its hand-lettered graphics inspired many crudely-
designed fanzines and helped create the short-lived “punk art” that inspired the East 
Village art scene a few years later.

In 1981 Holmstrom started Comical Funnies with Peter Bagge (of Hate! comix), and 
in 1982 published Stop! Magazine with J. D. King which published work by Ken 
Weiner, Bruce Carleton, and many others.

John Holmstrom has drawn and designed many posters, t-shirt designs, record, 
book and CD covers for The Ramones, The Dandy Warhols, the Rolling Stones, 
50 Kaitenz and Murphy’s Law, magazines such as Bananas, High Times, Heavy 
Metal, and Video Games and films such as DOA: A Right of Passage and CBGB. His 
archives were recently acquired by Yale University’s Beinecke Library.

John Holmstrom

Cartoon Illustrator/
Punk Historian
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I have drawn and painted since my 
childhood in Mississippi, and pursued 
this through my undergraduate 
studies, graduating with a BA degree 
in Art with a concentration in painting 
from the University of Alabama. After 
moving to New York in 1974, I turned 
in my brushes for a garden trowel 
and a camera, painting landscapes, 
then photographing them, as well as 
events and cityscapes.  I organized 
arts events-dealing with performance 
and visual arts in the community 
gardens of the Lower East Side, 
most often in La Plaza Cultural such 
as the ¡Viva! La Plaza Performance 
Festival(1996-2003).  It featured 
dance, music, drama and the visual 
arts from May though October in La 
Plaza Cultural.  I wrote and acted as 
Project Director for several grants, 
including the NYFA Community 
Assets 2000 for the ¡Viva! La Plaza 
Performance Festival, The 1999 
NEAP and MCAF Awards for Artistas 
de Loisaida for the production of a 
booklet and multi-media presentation 
on the history of community managed 
open green space in New York 
City, and The NEAP2000 award 
for the New 600 BC E. 9th Street 
Block & Neighborhood Association 
Public Forum on Ground Water and 

Construction-its impact on housing in the Lower East Side.  All of these projects 
involved a blending of special talents of artists-writers, graphic designers, gardeners, 
painters, editors, photographers, and musicians to create unique documentaries that 
point to need to preserve and protect our natural environment. 

Carolyn Ratcliffe

Community Gardens
and Art Shows

David J. Ores, MD graduated fron 
Columbia College of Physicians ans 
Surgeons in NYC 1985. Dr. Ores 
started living and working on the on 
the Lower East Side in about 1991.   

The core idea was to offer health 
care and medical assistance to 
anyone in need. Much like a 
physician. 

“Doctors need to provide health 
care for anyone who asks for 
assistance to the best of their ability 
given whatever resources they have.  
Physicians are meant to be public 
servants.”

Dr Ores also feels that private, 
money making, for profit motivated, 
health insurance is the biggest 
scam perpretrated on the American 
People since the world was flat.  
And the USA needs and deserves 
rational national not for profit health 
care for all that live and work in 
this great nation. 

Dr Ores runs and operate two not for profit health care organizations.  RWRP, Inc.   
provides free access to a physician for workers in the restaurant and / or service 
industry.   The Fresh Start Tattoo removal program removes “visible”  tattoos off 
of the faces of the formerly incarcerated and  ex-gang members so they can gain 
useful, life saving employment.  The Fresh Start program also serves survivors of 
human trafficking to aid in their life recovery. 

www.freshstarttattooremoval.org/ http://www.rwrp.info

Dr. David Ores, M.D.

Community Medical
Doctor
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Alice Torbrush born 
in 1955. lived in the 
suburbs of S. Jersey, 
Baltimore Co., & Va. 
Beach. grew up a 
tomboy & a pre-Title 
IX girl jock. played 
sports in and out of 
school. studied poli. 
sci & anthropology in 
college before dropping 
out. went on the road 
in 1975. ran into the 
yippies at the ‘76 
democratic convention 
in new york city. nice 
to find folks who were 
politically conscious 
& liked to get high as 
well so i joined up and 
began working on their 
newspaper the Yipster 
Times which later 
became Overthrow. also 
was a camerawoman 
on Coca Crystal’s local 
tv show If I Can’t Dance 
You Can Keep Your 
Revolution; chained 
myself w/ other yippies 

to the White House fence in 1977 to free all political prisoners; threw a pie at 
William Colby, ex-head of the CIA with pie-master Aron Kay; helped organize almost 
all of the NYC smoke-ins to legalize pot & the Rock Against Racism concerts in 
Central Park; designed the publicity & booked some bands for our rock club Studio 
10; mostly just had a lot of fun running around the lower east side from 1977 til 
2014 when the Man kicked me out.

Alice Torbush

Alternative Publisher 
and Event Producer

Chris Flash, along with fellow news junkies and investigative reporters, has been 
publishing The SHADOW, New York’s only underground newspaper, on the Lower 
East Side since 1989.

The SHADOW came about in the aftermath of the infamous Tompkins Square Police 
Riot of August 6, 1988, when hundreds of cops descended on our neighborhood, 
randomly chasing and beating people, in furtherance of enforcing a non-existent 
curfew in Tompkins Square Park.

As a result of the distorted mainstream media coverage stemming from the 
Tompkins Square riot, Flash and friends determined that there was a need for a 
resurgence of the underground press, as it had once flourished on the Lower East 
Side in the 1960s-70s. The best newspapers of that time were the RAT and East 
Village Other -- The SHADOW modeled itself on the RAT, which was more radical 
than the others.

These days, Flash is working on several film and documentary projects, including a 
huge book containing the best of The SHADOW.

Chris Flash

Alternative Publisher 
and Event Producer
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Leonard Abrams is 
a writer, editor and 
filmmaker best known for 
publishing and editing 
the East Village Eye, 
the monthly magazine 
about culture, politics 
and societal issues with a 
focus on New York’s East 
Village and environs from 
1979 through 1987, 
its years of publication. 
The Eye is noted for its 
groundbreaking coverage 
of the emerging punk, 
new wave and hip hop 
music scenes of the 
time, as well as those of 
art, literature, film and 
performance.

Abrams was instrumental 
in producing the 
underground clubs Milky 
Way and Hotel Amazon, 
pioneering interracial 
dance music venues 
that mixed early hip hop 
with reggae, funk, soul 

and house music, in the late 1980s. Abrams produced and directed the feature 
documentary film “Quilombo Country,” about contemporary Brazilian communities 
founded by escaped slaves, in 2006, and since 2014 has been working on a 
new documentary film about a major slave insurrection in 19th century Brazil. 
He is concurrently organizing the upcoming East Village Eye Show, scheduled for 
September 2016 at New York’s Howl Happening Gallery, and the East Village Eye 
Book, as well as selecting a permanent home for the East Village Eye archive.  

Leonard Abrams

Alternative Publisher 
and Event Producer New York born Brian Butterick (AKA Hattie Hathaway) has 

been a performer, actor, writer, producer and personality 
working in Downtown art, theatre, film and nightlife for over 
forty years. He currently sits on the Executive Board of the 
HOWL! Festival, the annual celebration of art, music, dance, 
theatre and spoken word centered around New York’s East 
Village/Lower East Side. Recently (2007-08), he co-curated 
the East Village cafe, bookstore and performance space, 
Rapture Cafe and Books. He appeared in Steven Schainberg’s 
Fur, starring Nicole Kidman and Robert Downey Jr. and made 
his Broadway debut in The Roundabout Theatre’s production 

The Threepenny Opera, newly translated by Wallace Shawn, directed by Scott Elliot 
and starring Alan Cumming and Cyndi Lauper.

In the 1990’s, Butterick co-produced the famed New York Meat Market Tuesday-
night-only boite, Jackie 60, and still co-produces Night Of a Thousand Stevies, the 
world-famous annual tribute to Stevie Nicks, now in its 20th year, From 1991-95, 
he produced, directed and acted in the underground theatrical ensemble, BlackLips, 
which created performance installations in venues as diverse as a SoHo gallery, 
Pridefest, a run down Chelsea theatre, and Barney’s New York.

In the 1980’s,. Butterick co-founded The Pyramid Club, a venue that melded the 
performing arts with music and drag and gave rise to such performers as The “Lady” 
Bunny, RuPaul, the chart-topping dance act Dee-lite, and produced the first area 
appearances of the Red Hot Chili Peppers, Gwar, Psychic TV, and Nirvana. From 
1985-89, he co-founded and produced Wigstock, Tompkins Square Park’s outdoor 
festival of drag performance, which was later immortalized in the Goldwyn film of 
the same name. During this time, Butterick also appeared in numerous independent 
films, most notably Charles Atlas’ Son Of Sam & Delilah, for PBS, as well as 
composing and performing with the post-punk band, 3 Teens Kill 4.

Hattie has also performed, written and produced a variety of theatrical pieces for 
many Off-off Broadway venues such as La Mama ETC and PS 122, as well as 
appearing in works by Penny Arcade, John Kelly, Richard Move, Helen Stratford, 
Kestutis Nakas, and the late Ethyl Eichelberger. In addition to theatrical pieces, 
Butterick has also written for TimeOut NY, Verbal Abuse Magazine, Fag Rag, and 
Mouth Of the Dragon. He is currently at work on several literary projects: a memoir 
of his life with the late artist David Wojnarowicz, and, with co-author Kestutis 
Nakas, a history of the 1980’s seminal nightclub, The Pyramid. In 2015, he curated 
a month long show at the Howl! Happening Gallery entitled “Secrets Of the Great 
Pyramid,” a retrospective of art and performance featured there in the 1980’s.

Brian “Hattie” Butterick

Cultural Facilitator
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 SARA DRIVER directed 
Paul Bowles’ short story, 
YOU ARE NOT I (1982, 
48 min.), celebrated at 
the Masterworks NYFF 
2011. Her feature film; 
SLEEPWALK (1986, 78 
min.), won the prestigious 
Prix Georges Sadoul. 
SLEEPWALK premiered 
Critics Week of Cannes, 
Sundance film festival, 
Museum of Modern Art’s 
1987 New Directors 
New Films Series and 
was shown both at 
Lincoln Center in the Film 
Comment Festival and at 
BAM in their films from 
the 80s festival. WHEN 
PIGS FLY (94 min.,1993), 
Premiered Locarno Film 
Festival and shown in 
Toronto, and Rotterdam, 
and the film was shown 
recently at the Museum of 
Modern Art in the Women 
in film series. She wrote 
and directed the short 
documentary, THE BOWERY - SPRING, 1994, part of “Postcards from New York,” 
an anthology program for French TV.

Driver’s other film credits include Jim Jarmusch’s, PERMANENT VACATION (1979, 
producer, production manager) and STRANGER THAN PARADISE (1984, producer). 
As well as the recently completed Aaron Brookner film, Uncle Howard, premiering in 
competition at Sundance 2016 (2016, co-producer).

Her films have had retrospectives in Denmark, Buenos Aires, Anthology Film 
Archives NYC, Thessaloniki International Film Festival, TIFF Cinematique, Toronto, 
Maine International Film Festival, Filmoteca Madrid and Estoril/Lisbon international 
film festival where she was awarded the prestigious tribute prize for her work in 
cinema. Her films are available in a boxset from Filmswelike.

Sara Driver

Filmmaking

Steve Zeitlin has served as a regular 
commentator for a number of nationally 
syndicated public radio shows, and his 
commentaries have appeared on the Op 
Ed pages of The New York Times and 
Newsday.  He also coproduced with NPR 
producer Dave Isay the storytelling series 
American Talkers for NPR’s Weekend 
Edition Sunday and Morning Edition. 

Prior to arriving in New York, Steve 
Zeitlin served for eight years as a 
folklorist at the Smithsonian Institution 
in Washington, D.C., and has taught at 
George Washington, American University, 
NYU, and Cooper Union. He is coauthor 
of a number of award winning books 
on America’s folk culture including A 
Celebration of American Family Folklore 

(Pantheon Books, 1982); The Grand Generation: Memory Mastery and Legacy (U. 
of Washington Press, l987); City Play (Rutgers University Press, l990); Because God 
Loves Stories: An Anthology of Jewish Storytelling (Simon & Schuster, 1997); Giving 
a Voice to Sorrow: Personal Responses to Death and Mourning (Penguin-Putnam, 
2001), and Hidden New York: A Guide to Places that Matter (Rutgers U. Press, 
October, 2006).  He is the author of a volume of poetry, I Hear American Singing in 
the Rain (First Street Press, 2002), and his poems have appeared in Rolling Stone 
Magazine, Literary Review East and other publications.  His book, The Poetry of 
Everyday Life, is forthcoming from Cornell University Press. 

He has also coproduced a number of award winning film documentaries Free Show 
Tonight on the traveling medicine shows of the l920s and 30s; From Mambo to 
Hip Hop, broadcast on public television in the fall of 2006, and winner of an Alma 
Award for Best Documentary; Deaf Jam, about American Sign Language poets, 
recently broadcast by Independent Lens on PBS; and Let’s Get the Rhythm: the Life 
and Times of Miss Mary Mack, which premiered at the Margaret Mead Film Festival 
in 2014.

Steve Zeitlin

Folklore
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Chris Rael came to the 
Lower East Side in the 
mid-80s, where he 
founded then-experimental 
band Church of Betty and 
independent label Fang 
Records. Commuting 
between New York and 
India for years, Rael 
developed Church of 
Betty into a world pop 
orchestra integrating 
Indian folk styles and 
instruments with rock, 
progressive, and orchestral 
songwriting. The group 
has enjoyed a long 
history in the Downtown 
arts community, having 
performed everywhere 
from CBGB and the 
original Knitting Factory to 
regular appearances at the 
Bottom Line, in concert 
halls such as BAM, Town 
Hall, Symphony Space, 
Prospect Park and Lincoln 
Center, and numerous 

live appearances on WNYC, WBAI and WFMU. A staunch advocate of creative 
community, Rael has presented hundreds of New York artists through Fang and 
Raelian Cabaret, his concert production vehicle. He was the original music curator 
for the Howl! Festival. In recent years he has branched into film and theatre music, 
winning Outfest Film Festival’s Soundtrack Award in 2005 and the 2011 New York 
International Fringe Festival Composition Award for ARABY, his musical based on 
James Joyce’s Dubliners. He has collaborated with such local luminaries as Penny 
Arcade, Stew, Elliott Sharp, Jayne County, David Byrne, Frank London, John Kelly, 
Shara Worden, Steve Gorn, Chris Cochrane and Ed Pastorini. As active and prolific 
as ever, Rael enjoyed a resurgence in 2015 with the release of Church of Betty’s 
ninth album Swirled World to rave reviews and his unique song posting project 
Chris Rael 365, which shared a song a day from his extensive catalog for the entire 
calendar year via Facebook and Twitter, drawing 40,000 hits on Youtube.

Chris Rael 

Music

Samoa Moriki - was born in a sleepy fishing town in Hiroshima, Japan. He moved 
to New York City in 1980 and became a vital member of the Lower East Side art 
movement. He is a co-founder and guitarist of the Voluptuous Horror of Karen Black, 
a far pushed envelope in the rock and roll world. Samoa is a natural born outsider 
artist.

lonelysamoans.com

Samoa Moriki

Music
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Born in New York City in 
1951, David Godlis picked 
up his first camera, a Pentax 
Spotmatic, in 1970, and has 
been shooting photographs 
non-stop ever since. Studying 
at Imageworks School 
of Photography in East 
Cambridge, Massachusetts in 
the early 70’s, Godlis became 
enamored with the street 
work of Robert Frank, Diane 
Arbus, and Garry Winogrand, 
amongst others.

After moving back to New 
York City with his Leica 
camera in 1976, looking for 
work, Godlis stumbled into 
the burgeoning punk scene 
at CBGB’s on the Bowery. 
And after seeing Brassai’s 
photographs of Paris in 
the 1930‘s. he began to 
photograph that scene, with 
long handheld exposures 
under the Bowery streetlights. 
His grainy black & white 
images documented CBGB’s 
and the Bowery from 1976-
1979. This extensive body of 

work has been published and exhibited worldwide. His photo book, History Is Made 
At Night will be released in spring of 2016. 

After the demise of the Punk, Godlis turned his eyes and camera towards 
documenting filmmakers at the New York Film Festival. From the late 80’s until 
today he has been the unofficial official photographer for the Film Society of Lincoln 
Center, covering the NY Film Festival for the last 30 years. Meanwhile, all along, 
Godlis has been clicking away, documenting the streets of New York City for the last 
40 years. Look out for him on your block today. 

David Godlis

Photography
Born in Brooklyn, New York, 
photographer and educator Marcia 
Resnick first exhibited her art at 
the Brooklyn Children’s Museum 
when she was five years old. 
She is an alumnus of the Cooper 
Union and did her graduate work 
at California Institute of the Arts. 
Her photographs are exhibited 
internationally and are in major 
museum collections including the 
Museum of Modern Art, NYC, 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
NYC, National Portrait Gallery, 
Washington DC, George Eastman 
House, Rochester, Museum of Fine 
Arts, Houston, New York Public 
Library, Jewish Museum, NYC, 
Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam, Getty 

Museum, Los Angeles and San Fransisco Museum of Modern Art. Her work has also 
been published in numerous books and periodicals that include the Paris Review, 
East Village Eye and Rolling Stone. She self-published artist’s books Landscape, See 
and Tahitian Eve. Her autobiographical book of staged photographs about female 
adolescence, Re-visions was published by The Coach House Press in 1978.

She wrote a humor column which included a photograph and a paragraph called 
Resnick’s Believe-it-or-Not for the Soho Weekly News. Absorbed in the burgeoning 
punk rock scene, she taught photography in various colleges including NYU 
and Queens College by day and went to clubs like the Mudd Club and CBGB by 
night. She began to invite musicians to her studio for photo sessions. Combining 
confrontation with collaboration, Resnick’s photographic portraits explore fame, 
sexuality and individual style. While photographing Johnny Thunders, John Lydon, 
Iggy Pop and other leading figures in the punk music scene, her focus broadened 
to include portraits from all the arts, including cultural icons Andy Warhol, William 
Burroughs, John Belushi and Mick Jagger. 

Resnick’s photography book with text by Victor Bockris is called  Punks, Poets and 
Provocateurs: New York City Bad Boys 1977-1982, published by Insight Editions. 
The book was launched at Howl! Happening in November 2015.

Resnick lives and works in New York City. 

Marcia Resnick

Photography
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Japanese documentary 
photographer, focusing on 
human conditions and socio-
economic issues with aesthetic 
images. Born in Japan and 
raised in the country, Sakamaki 
moved to New York in 1986. 
His photo-documentary was 
sparked by the 1988 Tompkins 
Square Park Police riot and 
the following social, political 
movement in New York. In 
the mid-1990s, he started 
to cover more international 
events, particularly the deadly 
conflicts. Since then his 
photographs have appeared 
in books and magazines 
worldwide and have been the 
subject of solo shows across 
the globe. His work on Liberian 
child soldiers is in a prevention 
media campaign worldwide. 
Among the many honors he 
has received are World Press 
Photo award (2007) and two 
Overseas Press Club prizes 
(2010 & 2007). He has 
published five books, including 
“WAR DNA,” covering seven 
deadly conflicts (Japan 
2007), and “Tompkins Square 
Park” (PowerHouse Books in 

U.S., 2008). He holds the master degree of International Affaires from Columbia 
University. Also he is an educator. Every summer, for more than last 8 years, he 
teaches photo-documentary at the workshop at Tokyo Photo Museum, also at other 
parts of the world. Represented by Redux Pictures. Co-founder of Hikari Creative 
(Instagram gallery).

www.qsakamaki.com 
Instagram: @qsakamaki @hikari.creative

Q. Sakamaki

Photography

Born in Brooklyn, New York,  Stellar was educated at Parsons School of Design 
where he focused on graphic design and photography.  His professional career 
produced innumerable book designs, editorial design and art direction for numerous 
magazines and publishing houses, and many gallery shows of his art photography 
in the U.S. and in Europe.  His photography has been presented and discussed in 
over a dozen anthologies and has been on the covers of 26 international magazines.  
As well as a monograph “The BEAUTY of ALL MEN, Photographs 1976 - 2011” 
published by All Saints Press.

One of “the” photographers of the early period of “gay liberation,” many of his 
images from that time have become icons of that history.  He lives and works in 
New York City.

Stanley Stellar

Photography
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Kate Simon is a portrait photographer best known for her imagery of numerous 
artists, writers and musicians from Andy Warhol, William S. Burroughs to Iggy 
Pop.   Kate has work in the collections of MoMA, the Met,  and the National 
Portrait Gallery/Smithsonian.  In 2004, Kate published a limited edition book of 
her photographs of Bob Marley and Jamaica, entitled: “Rebel Music,” with Genesis 
Publications, for which Patti Smith wrote the introduction.   Kate has had exhibitions 
throughout her career.  Starting with New York/New Wave at P.S. 1 (1981) until 
her one man show in honor of William S. Burroughs’ centennial at ShowStudio 
(2014.)  Kate continues to shoot portraits of her friends and contemporaries. 

Kate Simon

Photography

Kristina Berg took the photograph and she wrote my bio…..   Photographer and 
writer for NY Waste. Born with a cigarette in his mouth. Grew up on food rations 
in the bombed out steel capital of post-WWII England, pompadoured, decked out 
in Winklepickers and razor blades in his jacket lapels. Fell in love with rock and 
roll and the beauty found amidst destruction. Questioned authority and everything 
else. Moved to Australia as the 60’s counterculture exploded. Took acid and met 
a kangaroo. Lived life on a screaming, gleaming, ferocious expedition through the 
allure and tragedy of life on earth. Captured fleeting moments on film. Became 
a top fashion photographer. Moved to the Lower East Side in the early 1980’s to 
rescue Dobermans. Managed a now-annihilated rock and roll band. Photographed 
some magnificent tattoos. Founded Veer Publishing. Loved much, lost much, gained 
much. Came back from the dead. Started all over again...

Robert Butcher

Photography
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Penny Arcade aka Susana 
Ventura is a powerful, 
take no prisoners, 
queer feminist poet, writer 
and one of a handful of 
people who created 
and continue to define text 
based performance art 
and experimental theatre. 
She is internationally 
respected for her 
high content, entertaining 
and quotable work and 
her magnetic,high camp, 
rock and roll performance 
style. An original member 
of the seminal 1960’s 
queer ,political, rock and 
roll NY theatre group 
The Playhouse of The 
Ridiculous, she was a 
teenaged Warhol 
Superstar featured in the 
Warhol Morrissey film 
Women In Revolt.

She is the auteur of 10 full length performance plays, numerous poems 
and essays and hundreds of performance art pieces.Since 1999 she has co-
directed “Stemming The Tide Of Cultural Amnesia” The Lower EastSide Biography 
Project with her long time collaborator Steve Zehentner.  www.pennyarcade.tv  @
pennyarcadenyc 

Twitter FB Penny Arcade

Penny Arcade

Performance
Eliot Katz is the author of seven books of poetry, 
including Unlocking the Exits (1999) and Love, 
War, Fire, Wind: Looking Out from North America’s 
Skull (2009).  His first full-length poetry book, 
Space and Other Poems for Love, Laughs, and 
Social Transformation was published in 1990, with 
introductions by Allen Ginsberg and Amiri Baraka, and 
a front cover drawing by Leon Golub. His most recent 
book (Beatdom Books, January 2016) is a readable, 
scholarly book, entitled The Poetry and Politics of 
Allen Ginsberg. A cofounder and former coeditor, 
with Danny Shot, of the long-running Long Shot 
literary journal, Katz was also a coeditor, with Allen 
Ginsberg and Andy Clausen, of Poems for the Nation 
(2000), a collection of contemporary political poems 

that Ginsberg was compiling in the 18 months before his death in 1997. Katz is 
also coeditor of a bilingual poetry anthology published in France in 1997, entitled 
Changing America: Contemporary U.S. Poems of Protest, 1980-1995.
 
Katz’s poems are included in numerous anthologies, including: Poetry After 
9/11: An Anthology of New York Poets; Blood to Remember: American Poets on 
the Holocaust, 2nd ed.; Aloud: Voices from the Nuyorican Poets Cafe; and Blue 
Stones and Salt Hay: An Anthology of Contemporary New Jersey Poets. He is also 
a contributor, with short essays on Abbie Hoffman and Allen Ginsberg, to Jews: A 
People’s History of the Lower East Side, and with two essays on Andy Clausen to the 
Encyclopedia of Beat Literature.
 
After going to Rutgers University, Katz lived for over two decades in Central Jersey, 
then spent a decade and a half in the Chelsea and Astoria sections of New York City, 
and currently lives in Hoboken, NJ. He has worked for many years as an activist for 
a wide range of peace and social-justice causes. He spent a decade as an advocate 
for Central New Jersey homeless families, working with Middlesex Interfaith Partners 
with the Homeless, during which time he helped create several housing and food 
programs that remain ongoing. Other activist groups for whom Katz has worked 
through the decades have included: The NJ Anti-Apartheid Coalition, Student Action 
Union, Astorians for Peace & Justice, United for Peace & Justice, The National 
Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty, the PEN Freedom to Write Committee, 
the Occupy Wall Street Poetry Collective, and the NYC-based, single-payer Private 
Health Insurance Must Go Coalition. A webpage featuring selections of Katz’s poetry, 
essays, and interviews about poetry and politics can be found at www.poetspath.
com/exhibits/eliotkatz.

Eliot Katz

Poetry
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Michael McCabe (b. 1956, Boston), 
is a cultural anthropologist, writer 
and photographer who first moved to 
Manhattan in 1975 and then rooted 
into the East Village and The Lower East 
Side in 1979. At the time, Mr. McCabe 
documented the streets of the East Village 
and the LES environ with both Super 8 
movie and still cameras. During those 
important years of the early 1980s, Mr. 
McCabe explored creative outsiderism and 
worked with John Zorn, Jack Smith and 

R.O. Tyler. He met William S, Burroughs, Herbert Huncke and Allen Ginsberg and 
continued to identify with non-aligned, aesthetic sensibilities.  

Beginning in 1980, Mr. McCabe investigated the art form of tattooing and then 
documented what was at the time a deeply privatized American folk art tradition 
that had first become mechanized and formalized along the Bowery in downtown 
Manhattan at the dawn of the 20th Century. He received an MA in Cultural 
Anthropology from Columbia University in 1986 and Ed Hardy  (Hardy Marks 
Publications) published; New York City Tattoo, The Oral History of an Urban Art 
in 1997. The book was discussed in publications such as The New York Times 
and The New Yorker Magazine (online edition). Mr. McCabe went on to publish 
numerous books and articles that continued to document the diversity of tattoo art 
and culture in numerous international settings that included; Japan, Thailand, Laos, 
Cambodia, Myanmar and most recently mainland China. Mr. McCabe has lectured 
about the diversity of tattoo art and practice at; The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
(NYC), Victoria and Albert Museum (London), and most recently, he was asked in 
2014 by the Musee du quai Branly (Paris) to contribute an article about the diverse 
history of tattooing in China for the unprecedented cross-cultural and pan-historical 
exhibit; TATTOO (2014-15). 

Michael McCabe

Tattoo History
Nick Bubash was born in 
Pittsburgh Pa. 1949 to 
George Bubash, a scientist 
and Amelia Vespa Bubash, 
an artist.  He was raised 
primarily in State College 
Pa., home of Penn State 
University.

After high school he was 
educated at Penn State in art 
and later earned a degree at 
The Pennsylvania Academy 
of the Fine Arts (PAFA) 
in Philadelphia where he 
studied figural sculpture and 
graphics and won numerous 
awards including the Henry 
Schiedt scholarship.  The 
Schiedt scholarship afforded 
him extensive study in India 
where his main focus was on 
the classical sculpture of the 

9th through the 11th century. And temple sculpture in general.

In 1969 Bubash moved to NYC where after working as a studio assistant along 
side the designer Kenny Knietel at the Peter Max Studios, he met the tattooer Thom 
deVita.
 
deVita became his mentor in the art of tattooing.
 
In 1973 he opened his first commercial tattoo shop in the Chelsea Hotel where he 
tattooed until moving to Pittsburgh Pa in 1976 where he still lives and works.

Aside from a 40+ years career as a Tattooer, Bubash has produced a body of fine 
art in all mediums except for neon.  His work has been shown in numerous venues 
around the country and is represented in museum, corporate and private collections.

Bubash has 2 daughters, Isabel and Georgia who are both currently in college.

His work can be viewed on the website: nickbubash.com

Nick Bubash

Tattoo Art
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Puma Perl is a widely published poet and writer, as well as a performer and 
producer. She is the author of two chapbooks, Ruby True and Belinda and Her 
Friends, and two full-length poetry collections, knuckle tattoos, and Retrograde, 
(great weather for MEDIA press.)   She was the co-founder, co-producer, and 
main curator of DDAY Productions, which mounted shows in various NYC venues 
for the purpose of featuring and encouraging emerging artists, and is the creator 
and producer of Puma Perl’s Pandemonium, which launched at the Bowery 
Electric in 2012 and brings spoken word together with rock and roll. As Puma 
Perl and Friends, she performs regularly with a group of excellent musicians. She 
is also a journalist and writes cultural and arts columns for the Villager and other 
publications. 

Puma Perl

Writer

“THE UNOFFICIAL MAYOR OF CONEY ISLAND” 
Dick D. Zigun, the founder of the Coney Island 
Circus Sideshow, holds an MFA from the 
Yale School of Drama and has received many 
grants including from the NEA, NYSCA and 
NYC Department of Cultural Affairs..  Known 
to many as the Mayor of Coney Island, Dick is 
an authority on amusement parks, American 
popular theater and the history and tradition 
of the American sideshow.  An excellent public 
speaker with many TV appearances to his credit, 
Dick lectures college classes and other groups.  
Dick not only produces the Sideshow, but the 

Mermaid Parade, America’s Largest Art Parade, and has produced Air Shows, 
Fireworks and other events on both large and small scales.

SPOKESMAN For Coney Island Amusement Park since 1980 and specifically at 
times for Astroland Amusement Park and the Coney Island Chamber of Commerce.

LECTURER On Coney Island and American Popular culture, faculty of Fairleigh 
Dickinson University, guest speaker at the Museum for the City of NY, Tenement 
Museum, Brooklyn Historical Society, NY Historical Society, New Dramatists, The 
New School of Social Research, CW Post.

AUTHOR Of a dozen full-length original plays, MFA Yale School of Drama. Freelance 
Journalism for “Op-ED” Page of New York Times, Daily News, NY Post, Paper 
Magazine

PRODUCER The Mermaid Parade, Sideshows by the Seashore, Acts and Arts 
at Astroland (including Airshows and Fireworks), Coney Island Tattoo Festival, 
Burlessque At The Beach, Coney Island Museum.

LEGAL MARRIAGE OFFICIANT IN NEW YORK Yes, Dick can perform your wedding 
ceremony! 100 Percent Guaranteed True!

See more at: http://www.coneyisland.com/coney-island-circus-sideshow/cast/dick-
zigun#sthash.DMrp1uvj.dpuf

Dick Zigun

Visionaries and 
Creative Inspirers
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Richard Tyler was a bohemian 
artist who saw his magna 
opus, the Uranian Phalanstery 
come to life in the Lower East 
Side of New York City. Born 
in Lansing, Michigan in 1926 
he found his way to New York 
via the Art Institute of Chicago 
after serving as paratrooper in 
WWII. Newly wed to Dorothea 
Bear, who was his lifelong 
partner and cohort in art, 
they began a small printing 
press in the basement of 
an Alphabet City tenement 
in the late 50’s. At a time 

when global influences started to be broadcast, Richard would selectively gravitated 
towards a mystical perspective of life. He was an underground Chief and polymath. 
Every inch of his studio, very literally, was covered by a complexity of ephemera, his 
work, paraphernalia and toys. His graphic work has been collected by the MoMa, 
the Rockefeller Foundation, The Smithsonian as well many other Artists. He is most 
notable for his graphic work, and his Blakian poetic woodcut printed books, which 
he used to sell from a pushcart outside of Judson Church, facing Washington Square 
Park. medi matin allonesun@gmail.com

Rev. Richard Tyler

Visionaries and 
Creative Inspirers

Shiv Mirabito is a tantrik 
Buddhist-Hindu yogi, 
anthropologist, archivist, artist, 
photographer, publisher & 
poet who began writing as a 
teenager while living at Allen 
Ginsberg’s Cherry Valley poetry 
commune. He now divides his 
time between Woodstock, India 
& Nepal. 

His small press Shivastan Press 
{Woodstock~Kathmandu} 
is the only press that prints 
chapbooks & broadsides on 
handmade paper in Nepal. 
It is inspired by the famous 
Bardo Matrix Press of Ira Cohen 
& Angus Maclise which also 
published in Nepal & also 
the Hanuman Press series by 
Raymond Foye & Francesco 

Clemente which published in India. Some of the iconic writers published by 
Shivastan Press include: Penny Arcade, Hakim Bey, Lee Ann Brown, Andy Clausen, 
Ira Cohen, Enid Dame, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Charles Henri Ford, Robert Kelly, Tuli 
Kupferberg, Donald Lev, Louise Landes Levi, Eugenia Macer-Story, Hetty & Angus 
Maclise, Gerard Malanga, Judith Malina, Paul McMahon, Taylor Mead, Thurston 
Moore, Billy Name, India Radfar, Hanon Reznikov, Rene Ricard, Ed Sanders, Indra 
Tamang, Janine Pommy Vega, Anne Waldman, Peter Lamborn Wilson, etc., etc.

Shiv Mirabito also is the director of The Shivastan Poetry Ashram, which is a book 
shop, art gallery, gift shop & grassroots co-operative community promoting poetry, 
friendship, wisdom & compassion for all beings located in central Woodstock NY. 
Frequent gatherings include poetry, music, bonfires & vegetarian potlucks in a lush 
secret garden.

www.shivastan.com

Shiv Mirabito

Visionaries and 
Creative Inspirers
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Zia Ziprin was born to lower east side Kabbalah scholar, artist and esteemed poet 
Lionel Ziprin and model and artist Joanne Ziprin.

Zia Ziprin is a visionary photographer, clothing and shoe designer and the owner of 
the largest vintage shoe archive in New York,
Girls Love Shoes.

These days she is busy in the art world, archiving, publishing and exhibiting works 
from her late parents estate and plans to get back to the fashion world sometime 
very soon.

Zia Ziprin

Visionaries and 
Creative Inspirers

Pat Ivers and Emily Armstrong are the creator/producers of the GoNightclubbing 
Archive, the definitive visual record of the Punk scene in 1970’s NYC.   The Archive 
is an unparalleled collection of over eighty bands, videotaped at 112 performances, 
more than two dozen on-camera interviews, and a remarkable assortment of music 
videos, video DJ reels, photographs, and ephemera chronicling the late 70’s punk 
scene. The GoNightclubbing Archive is stored digitally and integrated with Emily and 
Pat’s database of dates, locations, band lineups, set lists, and logs. 
The duo met in 1975 while working at Manhattan Cable TV’s Public Access 
Department. Pat had begun documenting punk bands with a collective, Metropolis 
Video. With its demise, she connected with Emily to continue the work of capturing 
the era for posterity. They exhibited their work in galleries, museums and nightclubs 
in the US and Europe and pioneered the video DJ concept. Besides screenings of 
their vast performance archives, they have created interactive video installations, 
including a Video Juke Box at the Institute of Contemporary Art in London, a 
recreation of their iconic 1980’s Video Lounge at NYU, Fales Collection and, most 
recently, Alone At Last, a meditation on Sex and Gender before the AIDS crisis at the 
Howl! Happening gallery. They have both lived on the LES since the 1970’s.

Pat Ivers & Emily Armstrong

Video

SELF P
O

R
TR

A
IT

K
EVIN

 G
A
N

N
O

N



Antony Zito A portrait painter from the woods of Northern Connecticut, Antony Zito 
has spent over 20 years on New York’s Lower East Side.  Zito ran a gallery and 
portrait studio on Ludlow Street through 2006.  To New Yorkers, his portraits of the 
local characters  illustrate a sweeping line through the legendary period after the 
dust settled from the 80s East Village art scene.   The New York Post has called 
his portrait paintings “sensual” and his renderings of people on recycled materials 
other than canvas have prompted The Village Voice to refer to him as “a master 
of the found object”.   His work has been exhibited and collected throughout the 
US, UK, Italy, France, Spain, Belgium and Japan.  Zito is a  founding member of 
the non-profit group, 4heads, and every September since 2008 they launch New 
York’s largest independent exhibition of artists and galleries known as Governors 
Island Art Fair on historic Governors Island in New York Harbor.  Zito’s portraits and 
other artwork appear in Jim Jarmusch’s films, “Coffee and Cigarettes” and “Broken 
Flowers”.  Zito is currently working on a documentary film illuminating his corner of 
the East Village & LES in the 1990s early “aughts”.

Antony Zito

Visual Art
Curt Hoppe is a New York-based artist 
whose photographs and realist paintings 
chronicle his life and interests over 
the past 40 years. Curt moved From 
Minnesota to his current home at 98 
Bowery in 1976. There, his neighbors 
Marc H. Miller and Bettie Ringma 
employed his prealist style to illustrate 
their “Paparazzi Self-Portraits,” including 
“Bettie and the Ramones and one of 
Al Goldstein, who subsequently hired 
Hoppe for Screw magazine where he 
was a contributing artist from 1977-
1883. He exhibited in the first “PUNK 
ART” exhibit in 1979 at the Washington 
Project for the Arts, with his painting 
“Bettie and the Ramones” In 1981, his 
work appeared in P.S. 1’s “New York/
New Wave” exhibition. His diverse 
work ranges from caricatures for sex 
tabloid Screw to meticulously rendered 
photo-realist cityscapes of the ethnic 
neighborhoods of Lower Manhattan or 
Long Islands glitzy” Hamptons”. His 
“Girls of Action” series featured Roller 
Derby Queens and lower east side 
Burlesque entertainers. He is currently 

working on a series of photographs and larger-than-life black-and-white portrait 
paintings of the artist friends, a tribute to those, that were a part of the bohemian 
milieu of his youth. 

Exhibited recently:
RARE Glenn Horowitz Bookseller “The Downtown Decade”  
September 10 - October 10, 2015
White Box “The Last Party” curated by Anthony Haden-Guest, June 17-August 23. 
The White Box 329 Broome Street, New York, NY 2015
Imago Mundi : 2013 Venice Biennale, Luciano Benetton Collection, August 
28-October 27 2013 Fondazione Querini Stampalia,Venice Italy.
Come Closer: Art around the Bowery.1969-1989, The New Museum,  
Sept. 19, 2012 - January 6,2013 

Curt Hoppe

Visual Art
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Ethan Minsker Box artist  Ethan Minsker’s descriptors include writer, filmmaker, 
artist, fanzine  publisher and creator and editor-in-chief of Psycho Moto Zine, which 
has  been in publication since 1988. Ethan is a founding member of the  Antagonist 
Movement, an East Village/LES-based group of artists, writers  and musicians that 
promotes lesser-known works by up-and-coming talent.  This group was recently 
featured in his newest film, Self Medicated, a  documentary on the struggles artists 
face to stay happy.

Ethan Minsker

Visual Art

James Romberger is a fine 
artist and cartoonist who lives 
and works in Manhattan’s 
Lower East Side. Romberger’s 
pastel drawings of the 
ravaged landscape of the 

East Village and its residents are in many private and public collections, including 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art. In the mid-1980s, he and his wife Marguerite 
Van Cook co-founded the seminal East Village installation gallery Ground Zero. 
Romberger has been a longtime contributor to the political comics magazine World 
War 3 Illustrated, beginning with the 3rd issue in 1982. His ecological comic Post 
York (Uncivilized Books, 2012) includes a flexidisc by his son Crosby and it was a 
2013 Eisner Award nominee. Romberger has collaborated with writers on a range 
of graphic novels: with Marguerite Van Cook on The Late Child and Other Animals 
(Fantagraphics, 2014); with Van Cook and the late multimedia artist and AIDS 
activist David Wojnarowicz on 7 Miles A Second (DC/Vertigo, 1996/Fantagraphics, 
2013); with MacArthur fellow Jay Cantor on Aaron and Ahmed (Vertigo, 2011); 
and with writer Peter Milligan on Bronx Kill (Vertigo Crime, 2010). Romberger also 
writes critically on comics and pop culture for Publisher’s Weekly, The Beat and The 
Comics Journal. 

http://jamesromberger.com/

James Romberger

Visual Art
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Marguerite Van Cook came to 
New York her punk with band 
The Innocents, after touring the 
UK with The Clash and The 
Slits. She stayed and opened the 
seminal installation gallery Ground 
Zero with her partner James 
Romberger. Her own works as an 
artist and filmmaker have placed 
her in many museum collections, 

including the Museum of Modern Art and the Schwartz Art Collection at Harvard. 
Her other credits include poet (she was awarded the Van Rensselear Prize while at 
Columbia) and actor.

Her current generational graphic memoir The Late Child and Other Animals with 
James Romberger has been translated and published in France under the title 
L’Enfant inattendue. The chapter Nature Lessons was nominated for an Ignaz award 
for Best Short Story. Her color work on the graphic memoir 7 Miles a Second, 
a collaborative project with James Romberger and the late David Wojnarowicz 
garnered her a nomination for an Eisner Award 2014 for Best Painter/Multimedia 
Artist. 

In 1991, in the wake of the Police riots in Tompkins Square Park, Van Cook 
collaborated with members of Tent City and local artists to raise money to provide 
emergency financial support in the move from tents to squat/homestead. In 2006, 
Van Cook became the creative and managing director of the Howl! Arts Festival, 
which led in 2009 to the establishment of Howl HELP, a free emergency health 
and care service for downtown artists. She stayed on after her B.A. at Columbia 
University to earn a M.A. in Modern European Studies from and is currently 
completing a PH.D in French at The Graduate Center CUNY. 

Website: http://margueritevancook.com/

Marguerite Van Cook

Visual Art
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD: Barney Rosset and Fred Jordan

EDITORIAL: Ron Kolm and Jim Feast

WRITERS: Richard Kostelanetz , Peter Lamborne Wilson, John Strausbaugh

POETRY: Bob Holman, Steve Dalachinsky, Eileen Myles, Jim Brodey, Patricia Smith, Harry 
Nudel, Lionel Ziprin (Posthumous), Dorothy Firedman, Konstantin K.Kosminsky

FICTION: Carl Watson, John Farris, Janice Eidus

NON-FICTION: Eddy Portnoy

THEATER: Judith Malina(The Living Theater), Crystal Field (Theater For The New City), Taylor 
Mead(Posthumous), Augusto Mecharize, Hapi Phace (Mark Rizzo), Tabboo Stephen Tashjian, 

Peter Kwaloff, James “Ethyl” Eichelberger

BIOGRAPHY:C.Carr

ART: Boris Lurie (Posthumous), John Evans, Jose “Cochise” Quiles, Elsa Rensaa, Dash Snow 
(Posthumous), Jerry Pagane, Anthony Dominguez, Peter Missing, Joe Coleman, Spider Webb

SCULPTURE: Angel Orensanz

PUBLISHERS: Dan Simon (SEVEN STORIES PRESS), Jim Fleming (AUTONOMEDIA)

PHOTOGRAPHY: Ira Cohen, Alice O’Malley, Paula Grimaldi-Reardon

PERFORMANCE: Tuli Kupferburg, Valery Oisteanu, Carol Braddock, Steve Ben Israel

VIDEO: Nelson Sullivan

FILM: Nick Zedd, Howard Guttenplan (Millenium Film Workshop), Michael Sladek (Plug Ugly 
Films), Chris Talbott (Silent Five Productions), MM Serra (FILMMAKERS COOP)

COMMUNITY SUPPORT: Patricia Parker (VISION FESTIVAL), Klara Palotai, Jody Weiner, 
Monica Ponomarev, Lia Gangitano, Lucien Bahaj, Westly “Wes” Wood, Joseph “Cuz” Camarata

BUILDING PRESERVATION: Al Orensanz, (ORENSANZ FOUNDATION)

MUSIC: Danny “Lord Ezec” Singer, James “Jimmy G.” Drescher, Freddy “Madball” Cricien, 
William Parker, LAch Anti-Folk, Raymond “Raybeez” Barbieri (Posthumous), 

Joey Semz (Joe McCarthy), VENUES: Steve Cannon (TRIBES), Hilly Crystal (CBGB), 
Maria Neri (ORENSANZ FOUNDATION)

HISTORIANS IN FILM: Jeremiah Newton, Eric Ferrara

AWARDS RECIPIENTS 2013
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POSTHUMOUS 
ACKERS

Posthumous Acker portraits on found coffee cups 
by Antony Zito, produced by Clayton Patterson

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT: Marc Levin, independent film

CONCEPTUAL AND PERFORMANCE ART: Sur Rodney Sur & Geoffry Hendricks, Kembra Pfahler
 

VISUAL ART: Jim Power, Boris Lurie, Dietmar Kirves, Ed F Higgins III, Arleen Schloss,  
Mac McGill, Helen Oliver Adelson, Bill Hiene, Julius Klein, Phoebe Legere

 
MUSIC: Mattew Shipp, Phoebe Legere, Gary Lucas, Mark Birnbaum

 
CULTURAL ICON AND PERFORMANCE ARTIST: Candy Darling

 
ART SPACE DEVELOPMENT: Jack Waters, Peter Cramer

 
JOURNALISM: Sarah Ferguson

 
COMMUNITY ART: Anton Van Dalen

 
TATTOO: Tom DeVita

 
ART CRITICISM: Erik LaPrade

 
FILM: Marc Levin, Bradley Eros, Coleen Fitzgibbon

 
PHOTOGRAPHY: Gail Thacker, Bruce Meisler

 
EDITORIAL: Romy Ashby

 
SCULPTURE: Tom Otterness

 
THEATER: Robert Hiede, John Gilman, Edgar Oliver

 
THEATER DESIGN: Helen Oliver Adelson

 
FICTION: Bonny Finberg, Herbert Huncke

 
CULTURAL ADVOCACY: Jochen Auer

 
POETRY: Anne Ardolino, Erik LaPrade

 
ARCHIVIST: Jean Noël Herlin

 
WRITING AND ACTIVISM: Jordan Zinovitch

ACKER RECIPIENTS 2014



Michael Cesar

Vali Myers

Michael Cesar, the self-proclaimed pope of 
pot, died in 1995 at the age of 52. Cesar 
is credited with opening the earliest pot-
delivery service in Manhattan. Busted after 
announcing his toll-free number -- (800) 
WANTPOT -- on the Howard Stern show, 
Cesar served two jail terms for drug dealing, 
the second cut short by the onset of terminal 
liver cancer. 
Cesar was the spiritual leader of the 

Church of Realized Fantasies, which used marijuana as a sacrament. He worked 
for the legalization of the substance, which he believed would aid in world peace, 
and delivered it free to AIDS patients.  Micky supported many Downtown creative 
scenes. He was a generous person.

Vali Myers 08.02.30 – 02.12.03 
Sydney Australia.  Artist pen and ink and 
watercolour , dancer. 1949 moved to Paris. 
Living on the streets,  In Ed Van der Elsken 
1954 photo book  Love on the Left Bank. Late 50’s George Plimpton wrote about 
Vali in Paris Review.   Moved to a 14th-century cottage in a valley near Il Porto 
(Positano) Italy.  Myers, Vali, 1930-2003 Drawings 1949-79 / Vali Myers. London : 
Open House, 1980. Menichetti, Gianni, Vali Myers Memoirs Fresno, CA : Golda 
Foundation, 2006. Vali, The Witch of Positano - 1965. A film by Sheldon and Diane 
Rochlin, co-Produced by George Plimption. Vali: The Tightrope Dancer - 1989. A 
documentary by Australian film-maker Ruth Cullen.   

Snuky Tate

Dean Johnson

Dean Johnson, 05.30.61 -- 09. 20.07  
Larger than life in every way, with a heart 
to match & a contagious laugh, son of 
a preacher man, this shaven-headed, 
perfectly formed ginger genius drag queen 
phenom walked among us all too briefly, as 
rockstar (“Dean & the Weenies”, “The Velvet 
Mafia”),pornstar (“Daddy Dearest”), party 
promoter & events creator extraordinaire 
(“Rock ‘n’ Roll Fag Bar”, “HomoCorps” & 
so many more), model, hopeful romantic, 
eloquent blogger of the obscene & absurd,
representative of punk’s potency & East Village aesthetics, queer revolution’s survival 
& potential through the pandemic era, blessed celebrant of divinely Dionysian 
excess, looked up to literally & figuratively by those who knew & loved him -- 
his works live on now digitally & in the minds & hearts of his friends, family & 
community -- his bad-ass life rocks on --

Vali Myers 08.02.30 – 02.12.03 
Sydney Australia.  Artist pen and ink and 
watercolour , dancer. 1949 moved to Paris. 
Living on the streets,  In Ed Van der Elsken 
1954 photo book  Love on the Left Bank. 
Late 50’s George Plimpton wrote about Vali 
in Paris Review.   Moved to a 14th-century 
cottage in a valley near Il Porto (Positano) 
Italy.  Myers, Vali, 1930-2003 Drawings 
1949-79 / Vali Myers. London : Open 
House, 1980. Menichetti, Gianni, Vali 

Myers Memoirs Fresno, CA : Golda Foundation, 2006. Vali, The Witch of Positano - 
1965. A film by Sheldon and Diane Rochlin, co-Produced by George Plimption. Vali: 
The Tightrope Dancer - 1989. A documentary by Australian film-maker Ruth Cullen.   



Carlucci Bencivenga

Lincoln C. Caplan

Lincoln Christopher Caplan (aka Lincoln 
Capla) was born in Muncie, Indiana in 
1969. He graduated with a BFA in sculpture 
at Herron School of Art and Design in 
Indianapolis before moving to New York 
City in the early 90s, eventually settling in 
the South Bronx. Lincoln was a dedicated 
prolific soul, fully-immersed in his constant 
drawing, painting, sculpting and collecting 
of objects.  His black and and white 

paintings embodied a somewhat deChirico-style with a measured yet rough-hewn 
line-work edtingautomatons, cyclops, deities often incorporating symbols of ladders 
into the clouds and multiple overlapping images of eyes and faces. Tall, bald and 
quick-witted, Lincoln could always get an unexpected laugh out of a total stranger 
with his razor-sharp and intuitive street talk, and his presence in a room lent a sense 
of engagement and interest of an uncommon level. John Heron

Carlucci Bencivenga: 04.14.69 – 09.02.07 
Carlucci Bronx, New York.  where as a child 
he was  shown to have an astounding talent 
as a skilled draughtsman.  A part of the 
Morris Park Crew of graffiti  writers from the 
Bronx. He moved to the Lower East Side in 
the early 90s and became an active member 
of the downtown art scene. Carlucci was part 
of the LES Alife scene in the 90s and worked 
with  other artists in the group Fanatic Voyage.  His experimental noise group, Infinity 
SS, performed the closing party of Zito Studio Gallery in 2006 and in the midst of the 
gentrification that wiped such active arts venues off the map, he commandeered a 
storefront space on Clinton Street to open up highly experimental performances often 
dressed in his signature velvet robe, large lampshade over the head and a pair of long-
horns as “hands”.  After his untimely death in 2007, his mother Theresa Bencivenga 
wrote a memoir of his life entitled, “Waiting for Carlucci”, which is a vividly-painted 
and insightful illustration of a rare and vibrant artist, which can be found at www.
mcnalllyjackson.com

Valerie Caris- Blitz (1957-2009 small town 
in Mass.  NYC 1975. Painting, performing, 
underground film. In over 40 films including 
Ari Roussimoff/and Clayton Patterson’s 
“Shadows in the city” which featured Jack 
Smith, Taylor Meade, Nick Zedd, and a 
later collaborator Kembra Pfhaler.  Played 
Nocturnes” created by Leslie Lowe and Jack Waters at Naked Eye Cinema nights.  
Berlin a part of art punk group Die Toldliche Doris. Performing and showing at the 
famed fest Documenta.  . She was in the Sir Rodney Sir “Bloody Fairies” show with 
the likes of David Wojnarowizc, Frank Moore.  Annie Sprinkles deck of playing cards. 
Performed in Penny Arcades “Bitch, Dyke, Fag Hag Whore”.

Hank Penza

Valerie Caris Blitz

 Hank Penza, born, in 1933, at the height 
of the Depression, just before midnight on 
September 30, the youngest child of Italian 
immigrants from Campo di Giove, in the 
province of L’Aquila in the Abruzzo region of 
Italy. Father Leonardo died when Hank was 
13. Hank went to work, leading to a two-year 
stint at the “21” Club. In the mid-fifties, he 
opened his first bar,  Henry’s at 12 Bowery.  
In the late sixties, Henry’s closed and was 
followed by Bowery East at the corner of 

277 Bowery/95 East Houston, where Whole Foods is located now.  During this time, 
he also ran Willie’s and Hank’s Crystal Palace at 233 Bowery. In the early 80’s, the 
building that housed Bowery East was deemed unsafe by the city and shut down. 
Hank found a new corner location, a fraction of the size of Bowery East, at the corner 
of 1st Street and Second Avenue. It was to become his favorite bar of all until it closed 
in 2011: Mars.  Hank died suddenly and unexpectedly on October 29th, 2015, 
shortly after 5pm., while in his car with his closest friend. They were on 2nd Street 
between 1st and 2nd Avenues, just a block from where Mars once stood.



John Evans

Frenchy
Frenchy.  Quebec Canada,  Little information 
on Frenchy.  Early 1980’s NYC hardcore  
and punk scene when it was very small.    
Roadie for Agnostic Front band.   For many 
years Frenchy was a main and loveable 
force around Tomkins Square Park and the 
Downtown punk hardcore tattoo scene.  

John Evans (1932-2012) Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, 1963 moved to Ave. B and 
remained. Since 1964 did a 8 ½” x 11” 
college a day till 2000  Collage made up of 
found street paper pieces, watercolor, ink, 
rubber stamp images, and always containing 
a line of  “Ursuline Ducks” in honor of 
Ursule Molinaro (1914-2000).  One of his 
rubber stamps: “Avenue B School of Art”. 
Each piece was rubber stamp dated. All 
total did over 10,000 collages, filling over 
100 notebooks. 

One of the early members (1964) of the New York mail art Correspondence School 
movement started by LES artist Ray Johnson, and included Buster Cleveland, Ed 
Higgins III, Albert Fine, May Wilson, Italian Guglielmo Schille Cavellini, Canadian 
Chuck Stake.  2 daughters. twins India Evans and Honor Evans.  CP

Jack Smith 1932 – 1989.  Columbus Ohio. 
Photographer, actor, filmmaker, performance 
artist.  Best known as filmmaker. Film 
Flaming Creatures 1963 
because of sexual content turned into a 
criminal censorship case. His work had 
a camp aesthetic which was a heavy 
influence on Downtown drag, as well as, 
filmmakers like John Waters and Andy 

Warhol’s aesthetic.  Jack created the  posters and costumes for John Vaccaro’s 
Playhouse of The Ridiculous.  The last 9 years of his life he dedicated to a critique 
on the politics of art. 

Patrick Geoffrois.  France. Magician, 
musician, poet, mystic.  one of the first 
devotees to distribute Srila Prabhupada’s 
books in America, Demark, France, 
Russia, etc. mentions Geoffrois as one of 
several who would be traveling with Srila 
Prabhupada to Manipur. Bulteau was also 
an experimental filmmaker, producing a 
film called Main Line, on which Geoffrois 
contributed music and camera work.  Played 
with James Chance Band and co-musicians 
Jean-Michel Basquiat and Chris Stein of 
Blondie. http://www.harekrsna.com/sun/
editorials/03-12/editorials8310.htm

Patrick Geoffrois

Jack Smith



Hilly Kristal (Hillel Kristal). 09.23.31 – 
08.28.07 NYC, singer manager Village 
Vanguard,  In 1970 Kristal opened a bar 
in the Bowery section of new York called 
“Hilly’s on the Bowery”, which closed 
within a couple of years. Then in December 
1973, he created “CBGB and OMFUG”, 
an abbreviation for the kinds of music he 
intended to feature there (the letters stood 

for “Country, BlueGrass, Blues and other Music For Uplifting Gormandizers”. The 
club, eventually called simply CBGB, became known as the starting point for the 
careers of such punk rock and new wave acts as The Ramones, Talking Heads, Patti 
Smith, Television, and Blondie.  Wikipedia 

Chloe Dzubilo (1960-2011) - downtown 
performer, activist, and singer in the rock 
band Transisters. “TransEuphoria Now” 
revisits the artistic legacy of Chloe Dzubilo  
As part of activist organizations like the 
Transsexual Menace, Chloe directed one 
of the first federally funded HIV prevention 
programs for transgender sex workers in 
1997. Mx. Justin Vivian Bond, Buzz Slutzky 
and Jeffery Green speak with B.Y.O.B. co-curator Jeanne Vaccaro about their own 
creative practices, Chloe’s art and activism, and the exhibition “TransEuphoria” Chloe 
co-curated at Umbrella Arts in 2011. With Kelly McGowan, they led the Transgender 
Initiative at Positive Health Project in midtown Manhattan and continued to be 
co-conspirators until Chloe’s ascension.” https://www.facebook.com/Chloe-Dzubilo-
Memorial-Page-200249273319709/

Hilly Kristal

Chloe Dzubilo

William “Bill” Rice

Gregory Corso

 Gregory Corso 03.26.30 -  01.17.01 
Greenwich Village  a poet. As a teen Corso 
was arrested as a member of the the “walki-
talki” gang useing the new technology 
of walki-talkis to terrorise 42nd Street. 
Corso became the youngest person to ever 
enter Dannemora Prison and the youngest 
person to leave.  Early 1950s. met Allen 
Ginsburg.  Gregory Corso and Allen Ginsbert 
“put the beats on the map” at a 1959 fund raiser in Chicago for the publication 
Big Table, banned as pornographic.  The trial was held in the courtroom of Judge 
Julius Hoffman and Big Table was allowed to stand.  The week before he died he 
recorded Die On Me, a CD of poetry and song with Marianne Faithful, produced by 
Hal Wilner.  

Bill Rice. (1931 - 01.23.06) Vermont 
legendary underground actor, a painter, then 
a photographer, sculptor, filmmaker and 
historian, a fixture in the avant-garde art 
world for over 30 years. Moved to East 3rd 
st 1961. “Captured: A Film/Video History of 
the Lower East Side.” 
experimental films with Scott and Beth B, 
Jacob Burckhardt, Jim Jarmusch, Gary 

Goldberg, Amos Poe and Robert Frank.  “Coffee and Cigarettes” with Taylor Mead 
dir . Jarmusch. helped scholar Ulla E. Dydo to compile “A Stein Reader,” published 
in 1993, and “Gertrude Stein: The Language That Rises, 1923-1934,” published in 
2003.  http://thevillager.com/villager_144/billrice74.html



Fred Rothbell Mista

Allen Ginsberg

Allen Ginsberg’s signal poem “Howl” 
overcame censorship in 1957.  Poems 
“America” and “Supermarket in California” 
are some of the most anthologized of modern 
poetry, “Kaddish” his finest poem.   A 
gadfly in 1965 he was deported from Cuba, 
crowned Prague May King, then expelled by 
Czech police, placed on the FBI’s Dangerous 
Security list.  He traveled extensively in India, 

and taught in the People’s Republic of China, the Soviet Union, Australia, Scandinavia, 
Eastern Europe, and Yugoslavia received Macedonia’s Struga Poetry Festival “Golden 
Wreath” in 1986. A member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters and co-
founder of the Jack Kerouac School at Naropa University, the first accredited Buddhist 
College in the West, he was Distinguished Professor at Brooklyn College from 1986 
till his death in 1997.   Winner of the Harriet Monroe Poetry Award given by the 
University of Chicago in 1991 and in 1993 received France’s “Chevalier de l’Ordre 
des Artes et des Lettres.” He premiered Kronos Quartet’s poetry music performance of 
“Howl” at Carnegie Hall in 1994. 

Frederick Rothbell-Mista (10.08.45 - 
02.25.09). Purdue University majoring 
in English and Theater. A member of the 
beat generation and a part of the New 
York underground scene.  Europe hung 
out with Picaso, Chagell and interned with 
Dali.  A staple of New York City nightlife, 
co-managing nightclubs: The World, AM/
PM, Crisco’s and ran The Limelight for 
over 10 years. Entertaining the likes of Mick Jagger, David Bowie, Robert Plant, 
Peter Frampton, David Lee Roth, Matthew Broderick, Billy Idol, Joey Ramone, Drew 
Barrymore, Matt and Kevin Dillon and countless others. He wrote a special nightlife 
section for The Village Voice for over 5 years, and he performed as Rocco Primavera, a 
kitchy lounge lizard crooner. Most recently, he created a hip, urban style lounge on the 
lower east side called The Apocalypse Lounge.

After being raised as Gerard Little on a 
hardscrabble farm in rural New Jersey, 
Mr Fashion (1957-2008) burst onto the 
downtown New York  performance and art 
scene like a comet in the early 1980s. His 
personas included such icons as Mahogany 
Plywood, Velvet Johnson and Gimme 
Hendryx, and he performed at such venues 
as the bar and the stage of the fabulous 
Pyramid club, the Limelight and King Tut’s 

Wa-Wa Hut. Among the bands he fronted was Frankie Lymon and the Drugged 
Adults, and two of his chart-topping hits are “They Shot Martin Luther But They Won’t 
Shoot Me” and “Junkies Get On My Nerves.” Movies he appeared in are “Kiss Daddy 
Goodnight” by Peter Ely Huemer,” Spike Lee’s “Malcolm X” and “Landlord Blues” by 
Jacob Burckhardt. “The Frankie Lymon’s Nephew Story,” his semi-autobiographical 
play (his mother was Frankie’s sister), later turned into a movie, was termed by Ellen 
Stewart the most tasteless thing she had ever seen at LaMama.  Jacob Burchardt

Florynce “Flo” Kennedy (1916-2000), the 
daughter of a Pullman porter, graduated from 
the Columbia Law School in 1951.  She was 
also known as an activist, lecturer, and writer, 
as well as the country’s most well known 
Black feminist. She was an early member of 
the National Organization for Women (NOW), 
and provided leadership in countless guerilla 
theater actions, including the Miss America Protest of 1968. Her work as a lawyer 
was instrumental in repealing New York’s restrictive abortion laws.  Her statement, “If 
men could get pregnant, abortion would be a sacrament, “ became a rallying cry for 
reproductive rights. She educated other activists and the general public about race and 
gender issues throughout her lifetime. After the 1971 rebellion at Attica Prison, she 
addressed the discord between black and feminist movements by stating, “We do not 
support Attica. We ARE Attica. We are Attica or we are nothing.” She also acted in several 
films, including “The Landlord.” Kennedy had no children and never remarried after the 
death of her husband, science fiction writer Charles Dye, circa 1960.  Puma Perl 

Gerard Little

Florynce “Flo” 
Kennedy



Raymond “Raybeez” Barbieri   09.11.97. “ 
Don’t Forget The Struggle Don’t Forget The 
Streets”.  A U.S. Navy veteran.  Frontman 
for Warzone a New York hardcore punk band 
formed on the Lower East Side in 1983. He 
joined the band in 1983 as the drummer 
(the same year he played drums on the 
debut Agnostic Front 7” EP. “United Blood”.  
Raybeez, the only consistent member,  remained the singer of Warzone until his death.  
For more than a year following his death, every release on the Victory Records label was dedicated 
to his memory, as well as two independent compilations. Ray worked to help at-risk youth.
Their concerts were often marred by violence, so Barbieri usually sang out in the crowd, 
using it as an opportunity to stop fights before security could respond. This tactic often 
cooled tempers more quickly than stopping the show might have, and prevented fans 
from being escorted out of the show. His position in the crowd rather than elevated on 
a stage also endeared him to fans in a way few other performers in the genre have ever 
achieved. Warzone fans were not simply encouraged to sing along, they often dictated the 
band’s entire set list and even decided how long the group would play, with some sets 
lasting until Raybeez could barely speak.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warzone_(band)

Bimbo was a poet, playwright, and coiner of 
the term ‘Loisaida’ that lead to a nucleus for 
creative interventions which occurred on the 
streets through public displays of power, but 
also within new, alternative institutions such as 
CHARAS and the New Rican Village.  Before 
Loisaida became synonymous with 1980s 
and 90s gentrification, it was associated with 
urban blight; a place where many abandoned 

buildings and vacant lots adorned most of the neighborhood.  At the time, CHARAS/El 
Bohio grew out of the Real Great Society, which was first developed in the mid-1960s by 
former gang members Chino García, Armando Pérez, Angelo González, Jr., Bimbo Rivas, 
Rabbit Nazario, and Papo Giordani. Similar to the Lords -- which was also developed 
by former gang members -- CHARAS/El Bohio sought to bring about change within the 
Loisaida community.  From their 605 East 9th street location they undertook a number of 
community-based initiatives, including arts programming and a housing collaboration with 
world-renowned futurist engineer, R. Buckminster Fuller, to adapt geodesic domes to the 
needs of poor communities and teach alternative methods of housing.

Bittman 
“Bimbo” Rivas

Raymond 
“Raybeez” Barbieri

Spider Webb

Taylor Mead

Taylor Mead- 12.31.24 – 05.08.13 Actor, 
Writer, performer.  Detroit, Michigan.  
Warhol Superstar.  Book poems: of poems 
“Taylor Mead on Amphetamines and in 
Europe” was written in 1968 (Republished 
by the Taylor Mead Estate, September 
2015) His last book of poems (published 
by Bowery Poetry Books) is called A Simple 
Country Girl.  Movies: stared in Ron Rice’s 

The Flower Thief (1960).  In number of Warhol movies.  Gary Weis mid-70’s 
made a series called Taylor Mead’s Cat.  Shadows In The City Roussimoff director, 
Art director Clayton Patterson (1991), Jarmsuch Coffee and Cigarettes (2003). 
Documentary Excavating Taylor Mead (2005). Was a constant performer with his 
own early Friday evening at Bowery Poetry Club. http://thevillager.com/2013/01/24/
creative-pioneers-under-assault-on-the-new-l-e-s/

  Spider, was a charismatic member of the 
Tompkins Square Park’s “Tent City” and 
during the Tompkins Square Police Riot of 
August 6,7, 1988, sought to mediate along 
with other key figures among the protesters 
a peaceful solution between the warring 
factions (cops and park dwellers) to keep the 
park free from a forced 1 am curfew. Spider 
also appears in the Clayton Patterson’s TSP 
Police Riot Tapes and in the Documentary “Captured.” Spider was also a member of 
the Satan’s Sinners Nomads street gang, had a mystical side to him and sported
Eastern Religious Tattoo iconography such as Gautama Buddha. Spider
died of cirrhosis of the liver in the early 1990’s. --  Cochise



Dee Dee Ramone

Joey Ramone

Dee Dee Ramone (born Douglas Glenn 
Colvin), 09.18.51 –  06.05.02 a founding 
member, and primary songwriter in the world 
famous Ramones. He was the bassist from 
their start in 1974 until leaving the band 
in 1989 to pursue a solo career and other 
endeavors. Dee Dee continued to write songs 
for the Ramones until they retired in 1996. 
His unique perspective and invaluable artistic 

contributions were a vital element to the chemistry of the Ramones. Recipient of a 
Grammy award for lifetime achievement, Dee Dee is the most influential punk rock 
bassist, and one of the most prolific punk rock songwriters of all-time.  http://www.
deedeeramone.com/about.html

Joey Ramone  (Jeffrey Ross Hyman) 
05.19.51 - 04.15.01. Forest Hills Queens.  
Vocals, drums, percussion, guitar, bass, 
Active years 1964–2001 wikipedia.  
about 23 when he changed his name to Joey 
Ramone. The band members all transformed 
their names, Douglas to Dee Dee, John to Johnny, Tommy to Tommy. They became a 
cartoon family, piling 18 songs into the half-hour sitcom that was their early set. Only 
they had the last laugh. Every Ramones show kept you wanting more, which is the 
great drug of rock and roll. The sets stayed short even as their set lists grew lengthier. 
They just played faster. Louder. Like everyone else who followed them.  http://www.
joeyramone.com/about/

Wendy Wild

Rockets Redglare

Rockets Redglare (Michael Morra) (May 8, 
1949 – May 28, 2001) Actor, stand-up 
comedian, a raconteur, and a bit of a rogue.  
Was rumored to have been the person who 
delivered the fatal heroin to Sid Vicious 
in the Chelsea hotel.  He had been Sid’s 
bodyguard. Stand up show called  Rocket 
Redglare Taxicabaret performed at Pyramid 
and Club 57, as well as, other local clubs. 
Actors Steve Buscemi and Mark Boone Jr, 
performed in his Taxicaberat.  He went on to play as a character actor in numerous 
movies from underground East Village classics as Nick Zedd’s Police State, Jim 
Jarmusch’s ‘’Stranger Than Paradise’’, on Big, Down by Law, Desperately Seeking 
Susan, over 2 dozen over a decade and a half.  cp

Wendy Wild, born Wendy Andreiev (August 
31, 1956 – October 26, 1996).  Northport, 
New York, late 70’s, with John Sex (John 
McLoughlin), relocated to NYC.  A fixture 
at the Pyramid.  One of the only woman 
to be a regular on the bar dancer at the 
Sunday night Whispers show. Performed 
in several bands: Roll-Ons, Pulsallama, 
neo-psychedilic Mad Violets, and the always 

entertaining Das Furlines center stage at Wigstock.   Played in most the underground 
hip Clubs, including CBGB’s and more mainstream Irving Plaza. Several national 
tours, England, and Japan.  Acted in music videos John Sex’s Hustle with My 
Muscle and Rock Your Body, in documentary Mondo New York, featured in Wigstock 
the Movie, and a star many of Nelson Sullivan’s videos. wikipedia 



Linda Twigg

Grady Alexis
Grady Alexis.  Haitian. Died 05.6.91.  
Painting, installations, sculpture. all done 
in a recognizable Haitian sytle.  Grady 
never had a legal address, living in squats 
(Bullet Space), on the street, at El Taller 
as “Resident Artist”, and with friends and 
lovers. 
The case of Grady Alexis was only one of 
many egregious abuses of police power. 
Birth of the Sun is a short documentary 
video about Grady Alexis and the East 

Village of the 1980’s/90’s.  Moved to New York City as a young teenager, lived on the 
street, sold his art in Tompkins Square park. Died in a traffic scuffle with an off-duty 
policeman at the age of 26.
http://twcampbell.net/2015/09/12/birth-of-the-sun-grady-alexis-and-the-east-village/

Mr. Alexis’s death as a freak occurrence, the combined result of a single punch to the 
head and a brittle skull.
Officer Frazier, 33, is also a victim, says his lawyer, James J. Lysaght, because his 
career had been sidetracked. He was suspended without pay for 16 days and given a 
desk job, stripped of his badge and gun until the court case is resolved.
http://www.nytimes.com/1993/03/11/nyregion/fatal-dispute-finally-ready-for-trial.html

Linda Twigg . lived many lives.  She was a 
major pot dealer, ran a gambling club in the 
Chelsea Hotel, manufactured clay gambling 
chips for casinos and individuals, supplier 
of gambling supplies, bought and collected 
rare Beat books, was generous to numerous 
Downtown writers and artists, as well as, 
for a period of time, took care of Herbert 
Huncke, helped Gregory Corso and Harry 
Smith. In her idea of romantic outlaw life squatted, at different times, in Glass and 
Dos Bloc Haus.  She saw herself as a gangster bitch.  Was a never-ending Catholic 
repenter asking forgiveness to St. Dismas, the so-called good thief who died along side 
Jesus on the cross.  CP

http://thevillager.com/2012/07/12/double-play-chelsea-chips-to-synthetic-ball-gloves/

Marty Matz- . Marty died in 2001 at the 
age of 67.  A contemporary of the Beats in 
San Francisco, poetry was a unique fusion 
of surrealism, lyricism and beatitude. Close 
friends and colleagues included Herbert 
Huncke, Gregory Corso, Jack Kerouac, 
Bob Kaufman, Harry Smith and Vali Myers. 
A prodigal spirit, Marty left San Francisco 
shortly before the Beat movement reached 
the national consciousness. He spent most 
of the late ‘50s through late ‘70s in Mexico 
and South America. In the late ‘70s he did a 

4-year stint in Mexico’s legendary Lecumberi prison for drug possession. Upon release 
he returned to San Francisco, where he met and married Barbara Alexander, which 
whom he spent the bulk of the ‘80s in Thailand. The ‘90s were split between California, 
Southeast Asia and European poetry tours with Ira Cohen, Lawrence Ferlinghetti and 
Anne Waldman. Throughout these travels, Marty wrote his ecstatic, psychedelically laced 
poems. Among his works: Time Waits: Selected Poems 1956-1986, The Pyramid of Fire, 
Marty’s translation of an unknown Aztec codex, and Pipe Dreams, his cycle of opium 
poems written in Thailand in the early ‘90s. In 2000 he returned to his native Brooklyn, 
where he enjoyed a renewed interest in his work. A musical soul, Marty’s recitation to 
music was unparalleled. In 2000 he recorded A Sky of Fractured Feathers, selected 
poems accompanied by NYC musicians Chris Rael and Deep Singh --  Chris Rael. 

Martin Wong  07.11.46 – 08.12.99.  active 
in the San Francisco Bay Area art scene.  Set 
designer for the performance art groups The 
Cockettes and Angels of Light. He was openly 
gay.  1978 he moved to NYC, eventually 
settling in the Lower East Side, where his 
attention turned exclusively to painting.  He 
is perhaps best known for his collaborations 
with Nuyorican poet Miguel Pinero.  

New York Times, obituary: an artist “whose meticulous visionary realism is among 
the lasting legacies of New York’s East Village art scene of the 1980s”.  The Martin 
Wong Papers reside at the Fales Library, NYU, and include among other things 
sketchbooks, correspondence, biographical documents, videocassette recordings, 
photos, graffiti-related materials, and parts of Wong’s personal library.

Marty Matz

Martin Wong



José Rivera, died 2007  moved to NYC 1959. 
Baranquitas, Puerto Rico, at the age of 19. He 
met his wife, Maria, on E. Broadway where 
the two families lived next door to each other.  
A Lower East Side activist for more than 50 
years who held court as “The Mayor of Clinton 
St.” in a little wooden shed known as “La 
Casita” in the community garden on Clinton 
St. near Stanton St., died March 2 in Beth 
Israel Hospital at age 63. A founder of United 
Businesses of the Clinton St. Area, he ran a 
driving school out of a Clinton St. office for several years and had a business preparing 
taxes until increasingly higher rents forced him to relocate in recent years. He worked for 
a time as a school safety officer in P.S. 20 at Essex and Stanton Sts.
At his funeral two weeks ago at Ortiz Funeral home on Second Ave., including 
Congressmember Nydia Velazquez, Councilmembers Alan J. Gerson and Rosie Mendez 
and former Councilmember Margarita Lopez.http://thevillager.com/villager_204/
joserivera.html

Denis Charles   Born St. Croix, Virgin Islands,  
palyed drums since childhood. Moved to NYC 
1945,  Played with Cecil Taylor, Steve Lacy, 
Gil Evans, Jimmy Giuffre, Sonny Rollins, 
Archie Shepp, Don Cherry, Frank Lowe, 
David Murray, Charles Tyler, Billy Bang.  
Played funk, rock, traditional Caribbean.  He 
released three discs as a leader between 
1989-1992, and died in New York City in 

1998. Died four days after a five-week European tour with the Borgmann/Morris/
Charles (BMC) Trio, with with Wilber Morris ad Thomas Borgmann.  His last concert 
with this trio took place at the Berlin Willy-Brandt-Haus. With the BMC Trio he 
recorded in his last two years about four CDs. The fifth CD was released after he died: 
The Last Concert - Dankeschön, Silkheart Records, 1999.  In 2002 Veronique N. 
Doumbe released a film documentary Denis A. Charles: An Interrupted Conversation 
about the life of Denis Alphonso Charles.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denis_Charles

Denise Charles

Jose Rivera

Tuli (Naphtali) Kupferberg Died 07.12.10  
NYC Author, poet, cartoonist, pacifist, 
anarchist, musician.  Born into a Jewish, 
Yiddish-speaking household in New 
York City.[1] A cum laude graduate of 
Brooklyn in 1944, Kupferberg founded the 
magazine Birth in 1958.[2] Birth ran for 
only three issues but published notable 
Beat Generation authors such as Allen 

Ginsberg, Diane Di Prima, LeRoi Jones, Ted Joans.  Kupferberg reportedly appears 
in Ginsberg’s poem Howl, as the person “who jumped off the Brooklyn Bridge and 
walked away unknown and forgotten into the ghostly daze of Chinatown”. The 
incident in question actually occurred on the Manhattan Bridge, and is mentioned in 
the prose poem “Memorial Day 1971” written by Ted Berrigan and Anne Waldman. 
Member of the musical group Fugs,  Wikipeadia 

Yuri Kapralov 08.27. 05 Russia.  NYC 
refugee WW 11.  Painting, sculpture, poetry, 
short stories, books.  One in particular  Once 
There Was A Village, theme East Villager 
60’s & 70’s.  One of the only accounts of 
the LES fires.  Two daughters and a son.  
Maryland Institute of Art in Baltimore.  A 
founding member of Seven Loaves, the arts 
collective of seven neighborhood groups 
that, with CHARAS, took over the old P.S. 64 building on East Ninth Street and 
made it into a community center back in 1979.  Ran the 6th Sense gallery on East 
6th Street.  Place where Tattoo Society of NY started.  

http://thevillager.com/villager_125/yurikapralovagrand.html

Yuri Kapralov

Tuli Kuperberg



Jorge Brandon (1902?-1995) born Mana 
has been called the “father of Nuyorican 
poetry.” He was a veteran street poet, 
“muttering to himself the poems that 
everyone else” would write. Under the 
stage and street name of “El Coco que 
Habla” -- the talking coconut -- Jorge 
Brandon was a link between the oral folk 
traditions of the island of Puerto Rico 

and the poetry performance of the 1960s and ‘70s. He wandered the streets of 
Loisaida with a shopping cart full of props and sign painting equipment, reciting 
poetry from memory. His signs were works of art, bearing a strong resemblance 
to the work of Jasper Johns. A major influence on the poets Pedro Pietri and Tato 
Lavieri, Brandon mixed downtown New York nomad with Puerto Rican nationalism. 
As Pietri said, “his presence is poetry.” His signature poem was “La masacre de 
Ponce,” commemorating the 1937 attack on a peaceful march of nationalist Puerto 
Ricans. Towards the end of his life, Jorge Brandon engaged with the Lower East 
Side squatter movement. His image appears center stage on the cover of Seth 
Tobocman’s book “War in the Neighborhood” shaking his fist at a crowd of police.

Baba Raul Canizares 09.24.55 12.28.02 
was a Cuban Oba, a Santerían priest, 
an author, an artist, a musician, and a 
professor of religion who founded the Orisha 
Consciousness Movement.  

Books: The Book Of Palo, Cuban Santeria 
Walking With The Night, Eshu-ellegua 
Elegbarra: Santaria and the Orisha of the 
Crossroads.  wikipedia

Jorge Brandon

Baba Raul
Canizares

Ethyl Eichelberger

Holly Woodlawn

Holly Woodlawn (Haroldo Santiago 
Franceschi Rodriguez Danhakl) 
Juana Diaz, Puerto Rico 10.26.46. – 
12.06.15 was a transgender Puerto Rican 
actress and Warhol superstar who appeared 
in his movies Trash and Women in Revolt. 
She was probably best known as the “he 
who was a she” in Lou Reed’s hit pop song 
“Walk on the Wild Side”.  Wikipedia 

Ethyl Eichelberger (James Roy) 07.17.45 
08.12.90. Pekin, Il. was an American drag 
performer, playwright, and actor. He became 
an influential figure in experimental theater 
and writing, and performed nearly forty 
plays. He became more widely known as a 
commercial actor in the 1980s. Wikipedia.



Quentin Crisp

Emile de Antonio

Emile de Antonio (1919-1989) was a 
preeminent force in independent film 
and political documentary. The ten 
documentaries he made between 1963 
and 1989 dissect the power structures 
governing Cold War America, critiquing 
the power elite and lionizing dissenters. 
A gifted raconteur, de Antonio socialized 
with both groups while remaining a fierce 
leftist intellectual. A self-described “radical 

scavenger,” he reinvigorated the art of compilation documentary, building critical or 
subversive arguments out of archival footage. Choosing a bohemian life in New York, 
de Antonio also became an animateur for a significant cast of artists that included 
Cage, Rauschenberg, and Warhol. In 1959, inspired by Alfred Leslie and Robert 
Frank’s Pull My Daisy, he joined the group of New Yorkers whose 1960 manifesto 
called for a “New American Cinema” that would make films “the color of blood.”  
http://hcl.harvard.edu/hfa/films/2008mayjune/antonio.html
Lived for many years on east 6th St. I often talked to about police, court, 
government issues I was involved in.  In Shadows In The City.  

Quentin Crisp was born Denis Charles Pratt 
in Surrey, England, on December 25, 1908.  
Quentin Crisp became a gay icon in the 
1970s after publication of his memoir, The 
Naked Civil Servant, describing his life in 
homophobic British Society.

Quentin Crisp became a gay icon in the 
1970s after publication of his memoir, The 
Naked Civil Servant, detailing his life in homophobic British Society. When the book 
was adapted for television, Crisp began a new career as a performer and lecturer. He 
landed a few roles on American television and the 1990s became his busiest decade 
as an actor. He died in 1999, just shy of his 91st birthday.

http://www.biography.com/people/quentin-crisp-251028




